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OBR News 
OBR AGM
This year’s AGM will be on Saturday 8th May starting at 10.30am.  Because of  the 
uncertainty about being able to meet physically, it will be held on Zoom.  After the meeting 
there will be a talk by David Clark and Dan Miles on the ‘Medieval Merchant’s House (26A 
East St Helen Street, Abingdon) which will focus on the work that Dan did there in 2020 to 
repair the fifteenth-century timber gallery window. 

The formal notice for this meeting, draft minutes of  last year’s AGM and reports from the 
Secretary and Treasurer are appended at the end of  this issue of  the OR. 

OBR WEBSITE
Since introducing the OBR’s new website in June last year content has continued to grow as 
projects, articles and instructional videos are regularly uploaded into both the public and 
member only areas.  

The latest article is by David Clark, Gaze%eer of Historic Ironwork in Abingdon, its 56 pages 
providing a fascinating read as well as creating an important record of  what survives in the 
town.  Professor Malcom Airs has also been kind enough to let us include three of  his 
instructional videos on historic windows, building materials and inscribed dates, exploring 
examples from Dorchester.  Both these items are in the Research and Reports section of  the 
public area of  the website. 

In the member’s area, as well as viewing an ever growing number of  OBR Survey Reports 
and other links, members can contribute to OBR research with ‘lockdown projects’ while 
normal recording activity remains on hold, or even after restrictions are lifted if  they wish. 
As well as contributing to David’s research on iron railings by adding examples from their 
areas, the project on transcribing District Valuation surveys remains active.  Members have 
already made a big contribution here and their work can be viewed on the website.  

We are also inviting members to contribute their own videos (or articles) on subjects which 
they think might be of  interest to other members.  You may have already read that the OBR 
is looking at how we might build other gazetteers on historic building features, so hopefully 
these will begin to be available on the website as work progresses.  Members are encouraged 
to contribute here as it’s the kind of  work that needs many eyes keeping a look out for 
examples in all corners of  the county.  An example is already on the website: Bal:c Timber 
Marks – examples of  distinctive marks on mostly pine timber imported from the Baltic 
between the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries.  
  
The OBR website is at obr.org.uk – or for those reading an electronic newsletter click here:  
https://obr.org.uk 

Paul Clark 

STARTING A GAZETTEER ON INSCRIBED DATES
The article which follows this section on Baltic Timber Marks and its associated spreadsheet 
is the first of  what we hope will be a number of  gazetteers of  building features in 
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Oxfordshire.  Work is in hand to produce others on wall-paintings, carved lintels and 
battered walls.  We are compiling these largely from the reports for buildings we have 
already researched, but for a major additional project – on Inscribed Dates – we shall need 
your help, please. 

The aim here is to record any and all 
examples of  dates on buildings.  One key 
aim is to record inscriptions that may be 
weathering away, before it is too late.  

We are developing a spreadsheet for 
collecting the information, and writing 
instructions as to what to include.  In the 
first phase of  the project external dates 
are the priority – so all recording can be 
done from the street.  What we shall need 
is a good clear photograph of  the date, its 
location, and if  there are initials or words 
as well, a transcription of  these, too.  

This project is being co-ordinated by Heather Horner, so please contact her if  you would 
like to help (Hahwindrush@aol.com)  Just choose a parish, village or town - check with her 
that no-one else has chosen it, and she will send you the spreadsheet and notes. 

OBR BURSARIES. 
 A reminder that OBR offers bursaries of  up to £500 to pay part or all of  the fee for courses 
or conferences which will improve the applicant’s ability to record and interpret a 
vernacular building. Further details are available from the Secretary at 
secretary@obr.org.uk, and applications should use the form available on the website. 

Baltic timber in the Oxford region 
Note by the Secretary 

This is a preliminary note on the use of  Baltic softwood in buildings in the Oxford region – 
defined as Oxfordshire and areas of  adjacent counties where OBR members and others 
have seen examples.  I am grateful for additional examples sent in by members in response 
to the note I circulated in February.  The result is the spreadsheet which is reproduced on 
the next page (please note the links on this reproduction are not operative).  A fully operative 
version is viewable in the members’ area of  the website. 
    
In simple terms, Baltic softwood was imported to the UK – particularly in the eighteenth 
and early nineteenth centuries – in the form of  large baulks, each marked with symbols 
including quality marks relating to the exporting port, as well as sometimes the name of  the 
ship, and various other letters and numbers.  For more about these, see 
(PDF) Baltic shipping marks on nineteenth-century timber: Their deciphering and a 
proposal for classifying old timber (researchgate.net) 

3 © Oxfordshire Buildings Record 2021

mailto:Hahwindrush@aol.com
mailto:secretary@obr.org.uk
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/311433929_Baltic_shipping_marks_on_nineteenth-century_timber_Their_deciphering_and_a_proposal_for_classifying_old_timber
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/311433929_Baltic_shipping_marks_on_nineteenth-century_timber_Their_deciphering_and_a_proposal_for_classifying_old_timber


The Oxon Recorder Issue 85 Spring 2021

4 © Oxfordshire Buildings Record 2021



The Oxon Recorder Issue 85 Spring 2021

So far, a total of  47 examples of  Baltic marks have been recorded in the Oxford region, 
more than shown in the spreadsheet reproduction above.  It has to be said that as these are 
all internal – and often in relatively inaccessible areas such as roof-spaces, their distribution 
may reflect the extent of  recording activity rather than being a random sample of  the total 
number of  examples.  On the other hand, John Steane and James Ayres, who carried out 
many historic building appraisals in the region, recorded only two examples.  1

Geographical distribution 

We are able to plot the locations of  timber marks on DEFRA’s MAGIC Map Magic Map 
Application (defra.gov.uk) but unfortunately we cannot share the results with you yet as we 
do not have the relevant licence.  We are working on how best to do this but if  you would 
like to see the distribution, let me know and I'll send you a note on how to do it. 

There is a general tendency for the marks to be found in locations relatively close to rivers 
and canals, in this area the Thames (navigable from London to Lechlade – whence after 
1789 to the Thames and Severn canal), and the Oxford canal, opened in 1790.  The case 
for carrying goods on the waterways is clear – a thirty-ton barge could carry a load that on 
land would have required 240 pack-horses.   After the railway reached Oxford in 1844, the 2

Baltic trade was in decline, and so the distribution may point to pre- and post-1790 
structures.  On the other hand, some Baltic softwood has clearly been reused, and so only 
fairly complete roof  structures can be used for dating with any degree of  certainty. 

Another facet that emerged during the South Oxfordshire Project in 2014 was that some of  
the roofs – for example in Benson and Nettlebed – were extended or altered using Baltic 
timber perhaps in association with the coaching era (one was certainly part of  an inn).  

 Steane, J and Ayres, J (2013) Traditional Buildings in the Oxford Region c.1300-1840. Oxford1

 Ayres, James (1998) Building the Georgian City New Haven and London p. 59.2
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Figure 1 Timber mark from 
Preedy's barn Tadmarton (with 
thanks to © Julian Munby)
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Documentary evidence 

One specific mark – at Preedy’s barn in Tadmarton – shows, when the two parts are put 
together, the word, MANCHESTER (Fig.1).  Although tempting to assume that this was the 
destination port, this is rare.  A search of  the Lloyds Register archive shows 24 ships called 
Manchester, of  which one was built in 1789, registered in Hull and was specifically designed 
for the voyage to Riga.   It seems likely that the Tadmarton mark is from that ship.  Another 3

inscription GOOD INTENT at Mather’s barn in Headington is also likely to be the name of  
the ship, though none of  the 11 recorded in the Lloyd’s Register specifically mentions the 
Baltic trade.  

The search for Oxfordshire building accounts that specifically mention Baltic timber is 
ongoing, but the archives at Magdalen College may turn up something relating to the attic 
rooms in the north range of  the main quadrangle, where Baltic timber can be seen.  Ayres 
quotes from a specification of  1789 in Sir John Soane’s Book of  Agreements that required 
the builder to use ‘Rough riga Memel Timber in Bonde halved, dovetailed and scarfed'.  4

Architects were clearly aware of  the price and quality of  Baltic softwood, and books such as 
Davies’ Building Timbers and Architects' Specifications (1910) were needed to help them 
understand the complex marking systems in use.  

Of  the Oxfordshire locations that have been recorded to date, the best documented is that 
for the work on the roof  of  the chapel of  the Blessed Trinity at Stonor Park.  The details are 
set out in Annex 1. 

Why use Baltic timber? 

This brings us to the matter of  economics versus traditional methods of  building.  It is 
generally accepted that the supply of  traditional English building timber (mainly oak and 
elm) was running low towards the end of  the eighteenth century due to the need for 
charcoal and (later) for ship-building.   The price of  a load (27 cubic feet) of  English oak 5

rose from 16s 6¾d in 1592 to £1 19s 2d in 1692.   6

An important factor in the use of  some Baltic timber – particularly from Scandinavia – was 
that the use of  water-powered sawmills meant that sawn planks could be obtained more 
cheaply than the English equivalent, where there was a Luddite reaction against 
mechanisation.  This, however, does not seem to be a factor in researching Baltic timber 
marks since identification marks on sawn planks were usually across the end grain, and 
hence either sawn off  or hidden when used in buildings. 

But were there local variations in the way these trends played out?  For example, many 
Oxford colleges had their own timber supplies – even if  they grew timber on their country 
estates, some had woods near the city, presumably to avoid excessive transportation costs. 

 Manchester | Ships | Archive & Library | Heritage & Education Centre (lrfoundation.org.uk)3

 Ayres Georgian City p. 116. Memel was a port in Lithuania, now called Klaipéda.4

 Brunskill, R W (1985) Timber Building in Britain London. p. 275

 Ayres Georgian City p. 1236

6 © Oxfordshire Buildings Record 2021

https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/ships/manchester-1789/search/ship-name:manchester/page/1


The Oxon Recorder Issue 85 Spring 2021

Brasenose and Magdalen woods still survive to the north-east of  the city on the slopes to 
Shotover Plain, while Bagley Wood, the great St John’s College plantation to the south-west 
still has a working sawmill.  

This suggests that in-house resources might have continued in use for college requirements 
for some time after the national trend had moved in favour of  imported softwood.  On the 
other hand the use of  Baltic timber for the new attic rooms in Magdalen suggests that they, 
too, may have found that this was cheaper than using their own supply, either because they 
had taken advantage of  the demand for charcoal, or simply because of  the labour costs 
involved.  Research in college archives might shed light on this question. 

Another aspect of  the context for Baltic timber is the transition from the traditional master 
carpenter, personally selecting the trees needed for the job, to the building contractor, 
perhaps working to an architect’s design, who would seek the cheapest source of  timber that 
would fulfil the contract.  This suggests we might find Baltic timber appearing earlier in 
towns than in the countryside – except of  course where major landowners were involved, 
such as at Stonor.  Here, contractors from Reading were involved in the chapel restoration 
of  1796, but there is a complicating factor in that the family had a preference for using 
companies run by Catholics.  In Oxford, however, from the days of  Wren onwards the 
colleges used architects as designers and/or contractors for their buildings, and where they 
were combined, as in the Townesend family, they dominated the building trade in the city. 

In Oxford we find Baltic timber in three buildings close together in Old Headington: 33-5 
Old High Street, Bury Knowle barn, and Mather’s Barn.  Certainly the roof  of  the barn at 
Bury Knowle contained timber supplied by Thomas Knowles – his initials were stamped 
into three or four of  the rafters.  And he had rented the barn in the 1850s, though perhaps 
for his farming interests, as the company workshops were in Holywell Street.  7

  
The plot on which the barn stands was a farmstead that belonged to Magdalen College from 
the 1400s to the 1880s.   In 1697 the college leased the property, comprising a 2-hearth 8

house, a barn and orchard to George Davis, but by 1706 William Absolon succeeded to the 
lease, now of  ‘all newly erected messuage’ with various unspecified outbuildings.  The barn 
is shown on the Headington enclosure map of  1802.  Thomas Knowles (the younger) a 
scion of  the building dynasty that became Knowles and Son, acquired the lease in 1830 and 
on an 1853 map the barn is shown with the annotation, ‘Barn belonging to Magdalen 
College in [tenure of] Thomas Knowles’.  Unfortunately David Sturdy’s history of  the 
Knowles firm has no mention of  timber sourcing – they began as stonemasons and for many 
years they contracted the timberwork out to various carpenter subcontractors.  

Recording Baltic Timber Marks 

It is not always straightforward to take photographs or rubbings of  Baltic Timber Marks, 
but ideally sufficient information should be collected to enable some later work to be done to 

 David Sturdy (1997) A History of Knowles & Son: Oxford builders for 200 years 1797-1997 BAR British Series 254 7

Oxford.

 Sturdy (1997) p.858
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clarify the image.  Tansy Collins made images (fig. 2) from a composite photograph of  the 
marks we photographed at Cuxham Mill. 

As for their interpretation, she writes, ‘I think you have a number of  marks applied at 
different points in the process and I would still suggest that 1663 number related to a 
number in a sequence rather than a date.  There is what looks like '530' at the left end so 
some form of  mark to denote raft or yard number perhaps.  I think that the XIII above it is 
unrelated to the Arabic numerals, and this as well as the X/X are some form of  
measurement, again added on separate occasions but perhaps length in feet or scantling.   I 
would be tempted to say that the beams with the timber marks must be part of  a phase of  
work in the late 18th or 19th century, but only because we have found no examples that we 
can ascribe with certainty to an earlier date, and as there are later phases (1780-1810 and 
1867) could there have been remodelling at those times?’  

What should we do to take this survey forward? 

1. Photographs and locations of  other examples would be welcome 
2. Would anyone be able to highlight and transcribe the marks in our photographs as 

shown in Figure 3? 
3. We hope to be able to show the distribution by means of  a map on the website. 
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Figure 2 Cuxham Mill – composite photograph. Highlighting and mark transcription by © Tansy Collins, 2017

Figure 3 Baltic timber today - a 
hoarding in Oxford (© Genefer 
Clark)

David Clark
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Annex 1. The roof  works at the chapel of  the Blessed Trinity, Stonor Park, in 
the late eighteenth century (adapted from Clark and Steane, Oxoniensia LXXXIV (2019) 
pp. 1-38.) 

Records relating to refurbishment of  the chapel from the mid eighteenth century survive in 
the family archives at Stonor.  Between 1796 and 1800, with greater Catholic emancipation, 
Thomas (VII) Stonor transformed the interior of  the chapel, his uncle having begun the 
process in the 1750s.   In 1797 Stonor approached James Thorp of  Princes St, Leicester 9

Square, London about replastering the interior of  the chapel.   Letters from Thorp 10

proposing three different schemes with their respective prices are in the Stonor Papers.  11

However, much of  the work was carried out by local firms such as William Slemaker of  
Henley-on-Thames and Samuel Kerrod of  Friar Street, Reading.    But it is not clear who 12

was responsible for supervising the work, as in a letter dated 6 February 1800, Thorp – who 
was paid one hundred and thirty two pounds two shillings and eleven pence for the plaster 
work – denied responsibility for a problem with it, writing that, ‘the plaster sweating must be 
from the inhaling of  damp air and not from any dampness in the plastering – as the whole 
of  the chapel is on lath work except parts of  the splayes of  two windows as such must have 
been dry before the winter.’  

The most significant structural work done in the chapel during this campaign was the 
vaulting.  Samuel Kerrod recalls particulars of  work to be done in a letter of  3 September 
1796: ‘The Ceiling of  the Chapell to be floated and set fear [fair] with reed mouldings and 
the walls to be stucco and a impost round the enriched part not included.  To the 
Sakecuresey [sanctuary or sacristy?] the ceiling to be floated and set fear the wall to be 
stuccod all the above to be don leabour only for the sum of  Thourty nine pounds nine 
shillings and sevenpence.’  13

 VCH Oxon, 8, p. 176; Stonor archives.  9

 H. Colvin, A Biographical Dictionary of British Architects 1600-1840  (2008), p. 1041.10

 VCH Oxon, 8, p. 176.  11

 Kerrod was also working on the plaster at Mapledurham House in 1796 (VCH Oxon. 20, forthcoming)12

 Stonor archives 152/5 dated 3 September 1796.13
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Annex 1. 1 Truss 2 (rafter pair 11T)                     Annex 1. 2 Softwood scissor truss    

    (© Warner Land Surveys, 2014) 
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The fabric evidence shows that there was a major intervention in the roof  to create the vault 
– the tie-beams of  the former crownpost roof  were truncated in order to create a new 
plaster vault in the 1790s.  Henceforth they acted as hammer-beams supporting scissor-
braced softwood trusses (Fig.1) from which the vault framework was suspended.  Each of  
these new trusses comprised two large straight baulks of  Baltic softwood (Fig.2) half-lapped 
into notches in the tie-beams and held by four or so iron spikes (Fig.3). 

A number of  the baulks had distinctive timber marks (Figs.4 & 5), showing that the timber 
was likely to have come from the Eastern Baltic. 

They were lapped at the crossing point and bolted together with long bolts and square-
headed nuts (Fig. 2).  A further horizontal timber was then bolted across the upper parts of  
the scissor braces to assist in reducing the possibility of  spreading.  These may be a later 
addition when it was realised that the effect of  the process to this point was to push the 
chapel walls outwards. 
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Annex 1. 3 Softwood brace lapped  
over tie-beam  

   

Annex 1. 4 Baltic timber marks at N27T 

Annex 1. 5 Baltic marks     Annex 1. 6 Purlins for Gothick   
        vault (foreground) 
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The purpose of  these scissor-braces was partly to support the crown plate following removal 
of  the crown posts, but also to support a tier of  purlins (Fig.6) on each side from which the 
short vertical timbers supporting the Gothick vault were nailed (Fig.7).  The ribs of  the vault 
were lapped and nailed at their apexes (Fig.8).  

Historic Ironwork in Woodstock  
In the Oxon Recorder no. 82 I [David Clark] suggested that looking at historic railings 
might be a good lockdown project.  Before the present one I had a look around Woodstock 
to see what there is.  But as I am sure many of  you have realised, railings do not feature 
much, hence I have widened it to ironwork more broadly.  By ‘historic’ I mean ironwork that 
can reliably be assigned to a date before 1900 and what follows is a broadly chronological 
survey of  the survivals, and discusses some aspects of  what this tells us about the use of  iron 
in Woodstock – for functional and decorative purposes.  But do please write in with your 
comments, additions and corrections. 

The earliest accurately dated ironwork in Woodstock is, I think, the rainwater hopper at 6-8 
High Street of  1710 (Fig. 1) with the date and the initials of  Simon and Mary Hatley, whose 
sailor son, also Simon, was immortalised in Coleridge’s poem The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner.  We recorded this building in 2011 (OBR report no. 82). 
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Annex 1. 7 Support structure for vault    Annex 1. 8 Vault ribs 

Fig 1.  1710 ironwork at 6 High Street   Fig 2.  Hensington Gate railings  
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But researching historic ironwork is not all straightforward.  It is often moved around, and 
can be reproduced in replica.  Take, for example, the railings at Blenheim’s Hensington 
Gate.  The gateway is attributed in the List Description (ref. 1368005) to Nicholas 
Hawksmoor and dated to the period 1706-1710.  But then it goes on to say that the ‘carriage 
gates’ are ‘late C19’ and that ‘The gate piers originally stood in the garden to the east of  
Blenheim Palace and were moved to their present position in the 1770s.’  The railings (Fig.2) 
are mentioned, but with no indication of  a date: so are they Hawksmoor’s, or did they come 
with the gatepiers in the 1770s, or are they nineteenth-century like the gates? 

Features that point to an eighteenth-century date are the lack of  a lower rail – the standards 
are fixed directly into the coping stones of  the surrounding wall.  They are also of  cast iron, 
the first documented use of  which for railings in England was at St Paul’s cathedral where 
Wren installed them in 1714.  If  the Blenheim railings were Hawksmoor’s, this would make 
them among the earliest in the country. 
  

At the vernacular end of  the spectrum, and possibly even earlier than the Hensington gates, 
are the numerous examples of  wrought iron brackets supporting the canopies above 
doorways in the town.  Some are very simple S-shapes, such as those at 7 Park Lane (Fig. 3) 
and 14 High Street, whereas additional scrolls appear at 20 and 26 High Street (Fig. 4), 
while the most decorative can be seen at the Bear (Fig. 5), at 2 Brown’s Lane (Fig. 6), and 
elsewhere. 

The present doorway of  the Bear was added in 1757 when the inn was extended to the east 
and the former carriageway was blocked in, so the brackets are no earlier than that. 
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Fig 3.  7 Park Lane                  Fig 4.  26 High Street  

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1368005
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Also probably from the eighteenth century are a number of  surviving supports for oil lamps 
– at the corners of  the 1766 Town Hall (Fig. 7), and on the façade between 14 and 16 High 
Street (Fig. 8).  The Duke of  Marlborough donated 12 oil lamps to Woodstock in 1768, and 
perhaps these are the survivors. 

  

Some of  the supports for hanging signs may also be other early examples of  wrought iron 
work. Candidates include the support for the modern sign of  the Blenheim Buttery at 7 
Market Place (Fig. 9) and the dilapidated sign of  the former King’s Head in Park Lane (Fig. 
10).  There is also some decorative wrought iron supporting the sign at the Bear (Fig. 11) – 
the wooden post is probably modern, but the ironwork is the same as that in a 1900 
photograph by Henry Taunt (Picture Oxon POX0116102). 
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Fig 5.  Doorway of the Bear     Fig 6.  Brown’s Lane

Fig 7.  Town Hall lamp holder    Fig 8.  Lamp holder between 12 and 14 High Street  

https://www.pictureoxon.com/frontend.php?keywords=Ref_No_increment;EQUALS;POX0116102&pos=1&action=zoom&id=116102
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Ordinary railings are rare in Woodstock. There is, however, an early nineteenth-century set 
at 20 High Street.  But can you tell the difference between them and an almost exact twenty-
first-century copy (Figs. 12 and 13)? 

The house dates from 1627, but was refronted with sash windows and a basement area in 
the early nineteenth century.  The urn finials on the early railings (Fig. 14) are similar to 
those of  1825 at the Warden’s Lodgings of  All Souls in High Street, Oxford and the 
spearhead standards are likely to be contemporary.  The differences between old and new 
are quite subtle; at the older railings the ‘buns’ supporting the lower rail in the centre of  the 
panel do not align with the standards, whereas they do in the replicas.  Close examination 
shows the modern ones also have none of  the pitting associated with long exposure to the 
weather. 
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Fig 9.  7 Market Place    Fig 10.  Former King's Head   Fig 11.  The Bear

Fig 12.  20 High Street modern railings    Fig 13.  20 High Street early railings 
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Another possibly early set is at the White House in Harrison’s Lane (Fig. 15).  These prevent 
pedestrians falling down a steep slope, so are unlikely to have been taken away in WW2. 
They are set diagonally directly into a stone plinth with no lower rail – so may date from the 
first half  of  the nineteenth century – and before the aggressive spearheads gave way to cast 
iron which allowed more organic forms to be made – such as fleur-de-lys. 
 
Another common use of  wrought iron was for decorative safety guards for upper windows.  I 
have not noted any ‘proper’ balconies in Woodstock but there is a balconette at 1 High 
Street (Fig. 16) which is probably contemporary with the enlargement of  this first floor 
window in the nineteenth century – indeed it may be part of  a former balcony as otherwise 
there would seem little point in creating a doorway at this height. 

There is also some wrought iron (Fig. 17) at the gates to the former Olivet Chapel (1867-8) 
in Oxford Road, but these may be modern.  Inside the chapel, however, are cast iron 
columns supporting the structure and made by John Dean.  He was established as an 
ironmonger at 9 Market place by 1849 and is noted in the 1869 Kelly’s Directory as an 'iron 
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Fig 14.  20 High Street railings detail    Fig 15.  White House railings  

Fig 16.  Balconette at 1 High Street    Fig 17.  Gates to former Olivet chapel
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and brass founder’ in Woodstock, though his foundry was at Sturdy’s Castle, some distance 
away.   Smiths and ironfounders are rather elusive in Woodstock, but a number of  smiths 14

are mentioned in the documentation relating to Blenheim Palace.  One of  these was 
Elizabeth Bennett, whose forge was within the ruins of  the former royal palace at 
Woodstock.  She was probably a sub-contractor to the better-known smiths who worked 
directly for Vanbrugh and then Hawksmoor, such as John Silver (d.1719) one of  a family of  
smiths from Piddington, who was paid a total of  over £800 for work at Blenheim up to 
1710, including iron rails.   Others who worked at Blenheim were Richard Thompson 15

(work unspecified) and Thomas Warren (the Ditchley gates and an ‘iron rail for the east 
boundary wall’).  16

 The initials S.J appear on the railings in front of  the Duchess of  Marlborough’s almshouses 
(now Caroline Court, Fig. 18) but I have not been able to find out what these stand for.  A 
manufacturer whose name appears on cast iron in the town is Adams Ltd of  York (Fig. 19). 
There are at least two of  these and they are venting pipes for the sewerage system.  Another 
‘foreign’ manufacturer is Wilder’s of  Crowmarsh, whose name appears on some of  the 
inspection covers in the streets.  

So, there is plenty to see in Woodstock, even if  railings are few – and the survivals are early. 
But the characteristic use of  iron in Woodstock is for supporting the door hood canopies, 
which are almost ubiquitous.  Although the VCH suggests these are nineteenth-century in 
date, my feeling is that some at least are earlier – there are examples in Holywell Street in 
Oxford that are probably eighteenth century.  This is a taster – why not do a survey in your 
home location and send it in for a future edition? 

David Clark.  Photos © D Clark

 Poskitt et al (2019) Woodstock: its buildings and people (p. 108); Kelly's Directory (1869) p. 957; VCH Oxon Vol. 12 14

p.369.

 Saunders, Edward (2005) ‘Biographical Dictionary of English Wrought Iron Smiths of the Seventeenth And 15

Eighteenth Centuries’ The Volume of the Walpole Society Vol. 67 pp. 257-384 (http://www.jstor.com/stable/41827684) 
pp. 265 (Bennett) and 341 (Silver)

 Saunders (2005) pp. 349 (Thompson) and 370 (Warren)16
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October Day School - celebrating 21 years of 
the OBR 
The OBR is 21 years old this year.  In recognition a day-school is being developed to be held 
on Saturday 2 October 2021 at Oxford University Department for Continuing Education at 
Rewley House in Oxford.  Hopefully by then Covid lock down will be a distant memory and 
physically meeting will be possible.  Reserve the date in your diary. 

The programme is shaping up as follows:  Directors of  studies: Dr. P Barnwell, Prof. M Airs 

9.30   Introduction, including the history of  building recording in Oxfordshire before the 
OBR (Pantin, Wood-Jones, Currie, Steane and others), then a brief  outline of  what the 
OBR has done in 21 years.  This will be set in the context of  professional building recording 
that expanded through PPG15 and now the National Panning Policy Framework (NPPF), 
the important role of  the Victoria County History (VCH) in supplying the historical 
background, and its growing use of  ‘buildings as documents’. (Malcolm Airs) 

9.45 North Oxfordshire since Wood-Jones. For many years, Wood-Jones’ book on 
traditional houses of  the Banbury Region was considered to be the last word on the houses 
of  north Oxfordshire.  With over 50 years of  research since publication and special projects 
such as in Chipping Norton (with Historic England support) and Hook Norton (with VCH) 
has his work stood the test of  time or is a more nuanced picture emerging? (Paul Clark)   

10.30 Coffee 

11.00  Collars, ties and braces - the wardrobe of timber framing in the Vale of White 
Horse.  OBR have built on Chris Currie’s important work on the houses of  the Vale of  
White Horse by supplying additional detail and commissioning dendrochronology on the 
houses of  Steventon, as well as recording individual buildings in the villages, including 
Appleton, East Hendred, and the Wittenhams.  We have also investigated over 40 houses in 
Abingdon.  As a result, we have added more detail to our understanding of  the development 
of  carpentry in the area from the 1290s onwards, though not without some interesting 
anomalies. (David Clark) 

12.00 The case of the vanishing farmstead 
Farming has always required a range of  building types, some utilitarian, some designed to 
impress, mostly vernacular in materials and style. Agricultural developments mean new 
ancillary buildings; do the old ones disappear?   Oxfordshire inventories and standing 
buildings will be used to examine changes in the farmstead through time. (Heather Horner) 

12.45 Lunch 

2.00 Houses and Landscapes: Peasant Perceptions in Medieval and Early Modern 
South Oxfordshire.  The South Oxfordshire Project (to be published in book form in 2021) 
focused on how ordinary rural inhabitants perceived their material environment over the 
long period 500-1650.  The paper will pull out the findings from the project that relate to 
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houses, in particular how they were used as part of  the wider social space of  village and 
hamlet from the 14th to the 17th century. (Stephen Mileson) 

3.00 The Market Towns. The intention here is to explore, using examples from Witney, 
Burford, Henley, and other Oxfordshire market towns, how and why town buildings differ 
from those in the villages and countryside.  The influence of  markets and associated activity 
(industry, shops, taverns, inns) will be part of  this discussion, which will conclude with some 
thoughts on the differences between these towns and the reasons for this. (Simon Townley) 

4.00 Tea 

4.30 The City Vernacular. For many, Oxford’s architecture is symbolised by statement 
buildings such as the Radcliffe Camera, and many of  the colleges have produced recent 
histories of  their buildings.  But the vernacular has not been neglected, and much has been 
learned from detailed studies made before and during restoration work.  Some of  this has 
been done by OBR (eg on 84 St Aldate’s and 7-8 Brewer Street), but the private sector work 
has inevitably played a major part.  How has this added to our understanding of  the city’s 
buildings? (Julian Munby) 

5.30 Reception: provided by OBR 

What are these? 
Interpreting burn marks is fertile ground for imagination, but what do you make of  these? 
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Answers welcome or send in other unusual examples - to  newsletter@obr.org.uk 
 

Forthcoming Events 

Vernacular Architecture Group 
The Spring conference is being held on Saturday 17 April via Zoom exploring the 
buildings of  East Anglia from the Middle Ages to 18C.  Open to all on application to 
https://www.vag.org.uk/conferences.htm  

The VAG Winter conference proceedings on Houses and the Hearth tax in Britain is 
also available on YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqEePyR1Kc2-
Ap5E0wnKQgg 

Lincoln College 
Lincoln College are holding an online event from 5.30 to 6.30pm on 29 April titled 
“Building ambition: grand designs for Lincoln College”.  Two of  its fellows and its 
archivist will talk about the medieval college, the Chapel, and Chapel quad and what 
the archive can tell us about projects (including a bridge over Turl Street) that never 
made it past the drawing board.  All welcome.  Email jane.mitchell@lincoln.ox.ac.uk 
to register. 
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Oxfordshire Local History Association 
OBR belongs to these bodies and members can participate in their events.   If  you are 
not an OAHS member personally, you should check first with OAHS about 
availability, noting your OBR membership.  At present of  course, events are affected 
by the Coronavirus lock-down.  See websites (http://www.oahs.org.uk/
new_program.php and (http://www.olha.org.uk/events/talks-and-meetings/) for 
listings and details of  events and talks. 

OBR Contact details  
Membership - Paul Clark (membership@obr.org.uk) 

General - David Clark (secretary@obr.org.uk)  
Newsletter - Richard Farrant (newsletter@obr.org.uk) 

Webmaster - admin@obr.org.uk 
Website: www.obr.org.uk 
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OXFORDSHIRE BUILDINGS RECORD 
TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The twenty-first Annual General Meeting of the Oxfordshire Buildings Record will be held on 
Saturday 8 May 2020 online via Zoom, starting at 10.30am. All members with valid e-mail 
addresses will be sent a link to the meeting a few days in advance. If you have not been receiving 
messages from OBR and feel that this may be because we don’t have your up-to-date address, 
please contact membership@obr.org.uk  

Please let the Secretary know if you have any further items you wish to place on the agenda. 
Motions should be proposed and seconded.  

Agenda 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Minutes of the twentieth AGM scheduled for 16 May 2020, which could not take place as 
planned. You are invited to agree that the note included with this agenda is an adequate substitute. 

3. Matters arising 

4. Treasurer's Report and Accounts for the year 2020 – included with these papers. 

5. Secretary's Report – included with these papers. 

6. Membership Secretary’s Report. 

7. Election of Officers and Committee for 2021/22 
The following Officers need to be elected at the AGM (present incumbent in brackets) 
Chairman (Paul Clark),  
Secretary (David Clark),  
Treasurer (David Hughes).  

The Committee currently consists of the following (present roles in brackets): Kathy Davies, 
Richard Farrant (Newsletter Editor), Heather Horner, Felix Lam (Events) Donna Thynne (Archivist) 
and Simon Townley. All retire annually but are eligible for re-election. John Steane, Sally Stradling 
and Emily Tucker were co-opted as committee members during the year. Sally and Emily (Social 
Media) offer themselves for election this year. We welcome offers from members to join the 
committee. If you would like to serve on the Committee, please complete the slip below and return 
it before the AGM to the Secretary, D Clark, 21 Walton Street, Oxford OX1 2HQ 
(secretary@obr.org.uk).  

8. Election of Examiner 
Due to the lockdown restrictions it was not possible for our Treasurer to visit our accounts 
examiner, Malcolm Lucas, to sign off the 2020 accounts. Accordingly the committee agreed that he 
should approach a more local person, Ian Workman, a senior manager with Barclays Business 
Banking who also examines the accounts for the Village Hall where our Treasurer lives. We seek 
the (retrospective) endorsement of the meeting for this action, and to approve the appointment of 
Mr Workman as the examiner for the 2021 accounts. 
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9. Any other business  
———————————————————————————————————————- 

After the meeting there will be a talk by David Clark and Dan Miles on the ‘Medieval Merchant’s 
House’ (26A East St Helen Street, Abingdon) which will focus on the work that Dan did there in 
2020 to repair the fifteenth-century timber gallery window. 

 
Figure 1 The window before restoration 

There will be time afterwards to ask questions and we expect the meeting to close around 12 noon. 

———————————————————————————————————— 

Nomination of candidate for election at the Annual General Meeting, 8 May 2021 

..............................................................................................................................(Name) 

is nominated for Committee Membership/the post of.................................................. 

Proposed by.................................................Seconded by...................................................... 

I accept nomination and will serve as above if elected......................................  

Date.........................2021 
(*delete as appropriate)                                                    (signature of nominee)  

Please return to D R Clark, 21 Walton Street, Oxford OX1 2HQ (secretary@obr.org.uk) 
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OXFORDSHIRE BUILDINGS RECORD 

MINUTES OF TWENTIETH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The twentieth Annual General Meeting of  the Oxfordshire Buildings Record was due to be held 16 
May 2020 in The Varsity Club, High Street, Oxford at 11.45 am, but had to be cancelled due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

The agenda and papers were circulated in advance to members. No comments were received, and so 
the committee took the view that the proposals were acceptable, and that their formal endorsement 
could await a re-convening of  the AGM. In the event, there was no opportunity to do this, and so the 
following record was made for presentation to members at the 2021 AGM. 

1. Apologies for absence  
Not relevant 

2. Minutes of  the nineteenth AGM on Saturday 1 June 2019.  
No amendments were received. 

3. Matters arising.  
	 a. It had been suggested that a poster – aimed both at new members and new buildings – be designed for 
circulation to the county’s libraries. This was done in 2020. 
  
4. Treasurer's Report and Accounts for the year 2019.  
The Treasurer, David Hughes, recorded his sadness in taking over as Treasurer following Tim Peacock's untimely death 
in September 2019 and put on record the high quality of  his record keeping, which made his task so much easier. The 
accounts were tabled and had been approved by our Examiner, Malcolm Lucas. 

The excess of  receipts over payments for 2019 was £97.85, compared to £949.08 in 2018.  The major items that 
contributed to this change were a small reduction in member subscriptions, an increase in general expenses of  £165, the 
awarding of  Bursaries at £500 and the purchase of  a new laptop computer at £439.94. 

Income from membership fees was slightly down on the previous year by £67, but we continued to receive generous 
donations from our members, which he gratefully acknowledged. 

At previous AGMs there had been discussions regarding the level of  our excess income and reserves, and the committee 
were encouraged to use these responsibly to promote the objectives of  the OBR. The committee decided in 2018 that 
we would offer bursaries to members to pay for training courses and conferences, that would enhance the capabilities of  
the group, and £500 was awarded in 2019. This scheme was continuing in 2020 and is open for applications for funding 
to any OBR member. The purchase of  the laptop for use by the Secretary, together with cloud storage, will enhance the 
preparation and publishing of  our buildings reports for open use and will provide long term secure storage of  our 
records. 

On our general expenses the only change of  significance had been an increase in “general admin” which reflects our 
increased focus on preparing and obtaining approvals for the open publication of  our reports. In future years this cost 
will be separated from our general admin expenses.  

5. Secretary's Report 
The Secretary, David Clark, reported that The Oxfordshire Buildings Record investigated 47 buildings in 2019, 
eighteen of  which were houses in Hook Norton, where we were working with the Victoria County History to develop an 
understanding of  the built character of  the village for volume XXI. In the other ongoing projects, the Chipping Norton 
Buildings Record completed the fieldwork for another four buildings as part of  the Historic England project on ‘Early 
Fabric in Historic Towns’, and two further houses were recorded in Chalgrove, as part of  a continuing project in the 
village. Four more buildings in Abingdon were recorded. One house was recorded in South Oxfordshire for the VCH 
volume XX. The remaining 18 houses were recorded at the request of  the owners or arose through site visits carried out 
during examination of  listed building planning applications by members who are also OAHS caseworkers.  

Opportunities for group recording days were fewer than usual. In the spring we had a successful training day at The 
Gables, East Hagbourne, where we encountered an unusual king-post roof  construction, and later in the year at Elm 
Tree House, Shrivenham where we offered the owners a choice of  possible development histories for their house.  Our 
recording days continue to attract a good cross-section of  members, and are the main way in which we try to develop 
recording and interpretation skills.  
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During the year we launched an initiative whereby members accompanied the secretary on initial site visits. Only one of  
these resulted in a group recording day; the other five were small enough to complete a report following a short visit. 

As ever, individual OBR members have also been active on their own initiative in recording interesting local features 
and buildings at risk. Some members also work professionally on recording projects. 

As we reported last year, work to get our building reports into a form suitable for archiving at the Oxfordshire History 
Centre has continued. Although we made no deposits this year, another 50 reports were ready for printing. This work 
involves a lot of  detailed admin to ensure all necessary permissions are in place, and Donna had done a great job in 
sorting this out. We regard this as a priority, since there are now over 400 building reports, which we need to get into the 
public domain for other researchers to use. 

Last year I recorded our thanks to Tim Peacock for his work on the website. His sudden death last September robbed us 
not only of  our treasurer but also of  his IT skills and we are now facing the inevitability of  a site redesign. Donna has 
also been active in posting snippets of  information on the OBR Facebook page, and members were encouraged to send 
her material for that, or look at it regularly for our latest news. 

As members were aware, there were no OBR excursions in 2019, but the OAHS allowed OBR members to join their 
excellent programme – run by John and Sue Hine. We welcomed Felix Lam in 2019 to manage OBR events, and the 
first of  these was the successful Presentation Day at Goring in November, where Simon Draper of  VCH led a 
fascinating, if  somewhat damp, walk around the village. Sadly, however, due to the coronavirus pandemic, we had to 
cancel or postpone not only the AGM but another event to two barn reconstructions that she worked hard to organise.   

Simon Townley was the OBR lecturer last year, giving us a marvellous overview of  the part building research has 
increasingly played in developing the histories of  Oxfordshire parishes that are the must-read starting points for anyone 
researching town and village buildings. 

6. Membership Secretary’s Report: Paul reported that membership numbers remained fairly consistent 
throughout the year with membership falling by just two since the last AGM. Subscription receipts are similarly in line 
with last year with donations continuing to contribute about a third of  our income, which he acknowledged with thanks.   

7. Election of  Officers and Committee for 2020/21: The Chairman declared that nominations had been 
received for Paul Clark as Chairman, David Clark as Secretary and David Hughes as Treasurer. There being no further 
nominations and no objections, they were declared to be duly elected. 

Offering themselves for election to the committee were:  
Kathy Davies, Richard Farrant (Newsletter Editor), Heather Horner, Felix Lam (Events), Donna Thynne (Archivist) and 
Simon Townley. There being no further nominations, and no objections, they were declared as duly elected. 

The Chairman noted that John Steane and had been a co-opted member and he hoped he would continue to act in this 
role.  

8. Election of  Examiner. Malcolm Lucas was proposed; there being no other nomination, and no objections he was 
declared duly elected. A vote of  thanks to Malcolm for his work was endorsed. 

9. Any other business: 
No other items were raised.  

D R Clark, Secretary, June 2020. 
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Secretary’s Report for 2020 

Needless to say, 2020 was not a ‘normal’ year for the Oxfordshire Buildings Record. Nevertheless, 
one way or another we investigated 16 buildings in 2020, four of which were houses in Hook 
Norton, where we are working with the Victoria County History to develop as complete an 
understanding as we can of the built character of the village for volume XXI. Most of the other 
buildings were recorded at the request of the owners or arose through site visits carried out during 
examination of listed building planning applications by members who are also OAHS caseworkers. 
Two were recorded by students on OUDCE courses working under OBR supervision. 

Only one group recording day was possible, at a very interesting property in Eynsham Road, 
Botley, which had been associated with the medieval grange at Dean Court. These events are the 
main way in which we try to develop recording and interpretation skills, and we hope that more can 
be offered in 2021. 

As we reported last year, work to get our building reports into a form suitable for archiving at the 
Oxfordshire History Centre and publishing on our website has continued. Although we made no 
deposits this year, another 100 reports are ready for printing, most of which have also been 
uploaded to the website. This work involves a lot of detailed admin to ensure all necessary 
permissions are in place, and Donna has done a great job in sorting this out. We regard this as a 
priority, since there are now over 400 building reports, which we need to get into the public domain 
for other researchers to use. 

Our response to the Coronavirus pandemic included a number of positive initiatives: the first of 
these was to commission a remodelling of our website. This has allowed us to expand greatly the 
amount of research material available to members (and the general public). We also invited 
members to consider individual projects that could be carried out during exercise periods or using 
online resources. The most successful of these is the (ongoing) work to transcribe the 1910 District 
Valuation records, and completed ones have been uploaded. Malcolm Airs kindly agreed that we 
could upload copies of his three short films on building features in Dorchester, and these have been 
very well received. The Secretary’s work on historic ironwork resulted in a gazetteer of examples in 
Abingdon – also recently added to the website – and the OBR Lecture (with OAHS) in October on 
historic railings in Oxford, which included a detour into the use of Swedish iron in turret clocks (as 
well as in a number of city railings). 

We acquired an extended Zoom licence which has allowed bi-monthly committee meetings to 
continue and in November to hold a well-attended short Presentation Day, which featured a number 
of the buildings that had been recorded.  
   
Donna has been active in posting snippets of information on the OBR Facebook page, and we are 
pleased to report that Emily Tucker has agreed to continue this work in 2021, so please send her 
material for that, or look at it regularly for our latest news. 

Richard has continued to produce our quarterly newsletter, The Oxon Recorder, which is invariably 
full of much interesting material as well as reports of past events and notices of forthcoming ones. 

David Clark 
Secretary 
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Treasurer’s Report for 2020 

As with every other organisa0on in the UK, the Covid pandemic severely curtailed our ac0vi0es in 
2020. Since lockdown on 23rd March 2020, we have not been able to record any buildings, nor 
have we been able to hold any mee0ngs, events or visits including our 2020 AGM. We have 
however been able to meet remotely via Zoom, etc. 

Thus, we have had no income from visits and mee0ngs and our only expense is the deposit of £150 
for the AGM, which is carried forward to 2021. Our income from subscrip0ons, joining fees and 
dona0ons is up slightly year on year, for which we thank the membership for their con0nuing 
support. 

The major expenditure in 2020 has been the restructuring of our web site onto WordPress, which 
will make the management, upda0ng and extension of the web site to be no longer dependent on 
specialist help. Our investment in the web site totalled around £2200 for the transi0on. 

In response to the shutdown of our normal ac0vi0es, we have had a focus on obtaining clearances 
for our reports so that they may be deposited with the Record Office and be made available to 
everyone for academic purposes. The costs in 2020 amounted to £110. 

The only other item I wish to highlight is the insurance claim we had to make following the 
accidental damage by a member to a bedroom ceiling during a recording in February. The costs of 
the repair and redecora0on amounted to £920, of which we received reimbursement of £420 from 
our insurance, aUer deduc0on of our excess of £500. When we renewed our insurance in April 
2020, we reduced our excess to £250. 

The net result of our investment in the web site and the accidental damage has reduced our funds 
by £1431.48, leaving us with reserves of £9868.67 as we go forward. 

David Hughes 

Treasurer 

[Accounts on following pages] 
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