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Figure 1 87 Eynsham Road

Introduction
The Oxfordshire Buildings Record are grateful to the owner, Mrs Audrey Ritchie, and to her
attorney, Dr Mark Ritchie for allowing us access to her house for the purposes of compiling
this report as a contribution to the better understanding of Oxfordshire’s buildings. Michelle
Anderson, Julia Brocklesby, David Clark, Kathy Davies, Robert Eyles, Christine Gowing,
Katherine Owen, Amy Ridding, Donna Thynne, Jenny Vince, Nick Wright and Hamed
Yeganeh were able to spend about a day there on 1 February 2020.
The objectives of the survey were to understand the dates and phases of the building.
We made a visual inspection of the exterior and such internal spaces as were accessible.
Photographs were taken of significant features. Unless indicated otherwise, text and images
were created by members of the recording team. A limited number of historical sources were
consulted. A photocopy of the 1st edition (1876 survey) Ordnance Survey map at 1:2500 was
obtained from the Westgate library in the 1990s.
Under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act, 1988, the OBR retains the copyright to this
document. Where copyright remains solely with the originator this is indicated by © and
permission must be obtained from that person before any reproduction may take place.
Please note that this building is private property.
Location (NGR SP 475 059)
Apple Acres (Fig.1) seems to be one of the surviving buildings of Dean Court Farm, shown
on Fig.2 below. Dean Court was a grange of Abingdon Abbey, studied in some detail in the
1990s, but this building was not part of that investigation.1 It lies to the south of the Eynsham
1

Allen (1994)
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87 Eynsham Road

Figure 2 Extract from 1876 OS map (photocopied from the original by John Hanson)

Road, with the surviving fragment of the medieval house opposite on the northern side. The
house sits against the boundary of the adjacent plot, where a modern extension has been built
close to its western wall. It is recognised as a heritage asset in the Cumnor Parish local list.2
Description
There are three main elements. Firstly, to the south, a two-bay stone cottage of one storey
plus attic with a thatched roof (Range A, Figs.3 and 4) aligned north-south.

Figure 3 Range A from the east

Figure 4 South gable of Range A

Then, to the north Range B runs east-west, parallel to the road (Fig.5) and is of two bays, two
storeys, rendered with a plain tile roof.
Between A and B is a linking section, C, of one storey with attic (Fig.1). This has the present
main entrance and the only staircase to the upper floor.
Plans of the house are set out in Annex 1.
Range A (Figs.3 to 5) is stone-built, of uncoursed limestone rubble, probably mainly
Corallian in origin, with stones of various sizes (and including some brownish greensand,
another local stone), as can be seen in the unrendered gable wall and at the rear (west)
elevation (Fig.5). There are shadows of two extensions on the west wall of range A, one to
the south and the other covering most of the blocked window at G2.
2

Gill et al (2020) p.8
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At the north gable is a chimneystack, extending in brick above the thatch, and wide enough
for two flues.

Figure 5 West elevation of Range A

Figure 6 Range B from the north-east

There are two external doorways, one in the south gable and the other in the east elevation;
both open to the southernmost space (G1), now a kitchen. Beside the (modern) east doorway
is a contemporary window with a straight hook stay; the other ground floor window consists
of four glazing bar casements. There is also a window in the west wall (blocked with bricks –
see Fig.5) which will be described below (interior). There are two 9-light glazing bar
windows to the first floor attic rooms cradled by the thatch that sweeps down around them,
eyebrow style.

Figure 7 Range B before rendering

Figure 8 Range B west gable

Range B is also stone-built (Figs.6 to 8). The brick chimneystack is near the east gable and is
on the northern roof slope. It also seems to have been built to accept two flues. The west
gable wall is unrendered rubblestone (Fig.8) and the brick section outlines the position of a
flue, which terminates just below eaves level.
There is no external doorway to range B. To the north elevation are two three-light casement
windows at each level. The ‘shutters’ shown in Fig.6 are screwed on to the render and do not
function. There are also small windows to the east gable at ground and first floor levels.
The constructional material of the linking range C is also stone (at least under the catslide
roof in Fig.5); it has a red tiled roof. To the right of the front door is a casement window with
a brick sill, and on the roof slope above is a large square modern dormer.

© Oxfordshire Buildings Record and contributors 2020

3

OBR.415 Apple Acres, 87 Eynsham Road, Oxford

Interior
The interior spaces of the ground floor are indicated on the plan at Fig.9 below, and these will
be described in turn.

Figure 9 Ground floor plan (Jenny Vince and team)

G1 is the present kitchen; the only visible historic fabric is a transverse beam, 14ft 5ins (4m
38cm) long with the overall width of the room (exterior) being 16ft i.e. a pole (perch). The
beam is chamfered and stopped, and terminates approx. 22.5cm (9ins) before the west wall
where it is supported by a hefty (axed) spur (Figs.10 and 11). A large iron blacksmith-made
bolt secures the spur to the beam. A 9cm (3.5ins) wide plank covers the side of the beam. At
the east end the beam sits above the modern window and must be fixed to its lintel, though
how this is done is not visible. The partition wall to G2 is constructed of modern cement
blocks.

Figure 10 Beam in G1

Figure 11 Drawing of west end of G1 transverse beam

G2 is the only heated ground floor room (Fig.12). The fireplace at the north end is largely
stone-built, although the right-hand jamb is modern brickwork. It is spanned by a timber
bressumer, shaped to the opening; it has a pair of burn marks near the centre (one is shown in
Fig.13).3
3

These have recently been studied in detail and experiments have shown they are a deliberate application of fire
to a timber. The reason for this is a matter of conjecture, but likely to relate to the domestic rituals prevalent in
the early 17th century. Dean and Hill (2014); Duck (2015).
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Figure 12 Fireplace in G2

Figure 13 Burn mark on fireplace bressumer

Within the fireplace is a (truncated) brick oven to the left (Fig.14) and an inglenook seat to
the right.

Figure 14 Oven in G2 fireplace

Figure 15 West window in G2

Of particular interest in G2 are the two windows. In the west wall is a framed timber window
in a splayed opening, with diamond mullions and early glass set into lead cames in a pattern
of rectangles and squares (Fig.15). The leadwork is tied to the mullions by lead ties. The
eastern window is the wide four-light casement noted above. Its main feature internally is a
king mullion (Fig.16) with a corbelled head. This does not seem to have been carved from a
single timber, but has been built up in separate parts. It is slightly off-set from the transverse
beam located above. The beam is chamfered and stopped in a fashion similar to that seen in
G1 (Fig.17).

Figure 16 East window in G2

Figure 17 Transverse beam in G2
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From G2 an opening adjacent to the fireplace leads to the linking section, G3, the main
feature of which, running up the back of the G2 chimneystack, is a closed-string dog-leg
staircase (Fig.18) with stick balusters and shaped newel posts.

Figure 18 Staircase in G3

Figure 19 Stone feature under staircase

Under the staircase is a stone insertion with a display niche (Fig.19).
The ground floor of Range B is a single open room (G4), across which are two timber beams
(Figs.20 and 21) placed at unequal distances (see Fig.7). The fireplace is modern, but to its
left is a built-in cupboard and an apsidal display cabinet above with a semi-circular arched
head (Fig.20).

Figure 20 G4 looking east

Figure 21 G4 looking south-east

The beams are chamfered and stopped, and the eastern one is supported by a length of timber
set into the wall (in the centre of Fig.21). The western beam is supported by a chamfered post
– possibly modern (to the right of Fig.21). As can be seen from the ground floor plan (Fig.9)
the two window openings in the north wall are different – the eastern is splayed, while the
sides of the western opening are straight. The south wall of G4 seems only to be a timber
partition.
First floor
The plan of the first floor is at Fig.22. There are no obviously early (or dateable) features in
the first floor rooms of Range B (F3 and F4 – above G4) or at landing level in Range C (F5).
There are two first floor rooms, F1 and F2, in Range A, above G1 and G2 respectively.
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F3

F1

F2
F5
F4

Figure 22 First floor plan (Robert Eyles and team)

From the landing in Range C (F5), an opening leads past the chimneystack to F2 (Figs.23 and
24). The main features here are visible purlins, that to the west being supported by a crucklike timber (Fig.23), which appears to be secondary – inserted after the roof was built.

Figure 23 F2 west roof slope

Figure 24 F2 East roof slope

In F1 the south side of the partition wall has an exposed framework of rails and studs (Figs.25
and 26) through which is a connecting doorway to F2.

Figure 25 Partition from F1

Figure 26 Drawing of partition (south elevation)
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Apart from the (largely obscured) principal rafters, most of this framework consists of reused
timbers. For example, the ‘collar’ above the doorway has a deep mortice near its right-hand
end, a feature that does not relate to its present function. The two rails some 65cms above
floor level are at different heights and also have evidence of previous uses. In the soffit of the
rail to the left of the door are two neatly-shaped (empty) mortices, one of which was stuffed
with wallpaper fragments and part of a copy of the Oxford Times of Friday 4 November,
1938. The other was employed as a housing for one of the studs. The right-hand rail has four
sloping notches for vertical studs – the nails for which survive in two of them.
Roof spaces
The roof space of Range A is divided into two by the upward continuation of the partition
between F1 and F2 just described.

Figure 27 Roof space above F1

Figure 28 F1 roof structure

The roof structure (Figs.27 and 28) consists of purlins supported by the southern stone gable
wall and the timber partition truss. They are separated in the centre by a birdsmouthed collar
– probably a secondary insertion (Fig.28). The purlins support seven pairs of common rafters,
and there is a straight wind-brace in the eastern roof slope (Fig.27) which seems to have been
sooted, as do some of the laths supporting the thatch.

Figure 29 Damaged ceiling section

Figure 30 Plaster from damaged ceiling

Joists (Fig.27) lodged over the lower tier of purlins support the laths for the plaster ceiling of
F1. Unfortunately, part of this ceiling was damaged during the recording (Fig.29), but this
showed the plaster to consist of a layer of course sandy-coloured hair plaster ca.1cm thick,
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with a thin surface coating of white plaster (Fig.30). The laths were sawn (not riven) but
nailed to the joists with wrought iron nails (Fig.29).

Figure 31 Roof space over F2 looking north

Figure 32 Timber window in east roof slope

The roof over F2 (Fig.31) was of exceptional interest due to the presence of a framed timber
window, sooted and set into the eastern roof slope (Fig.32). The window is similar to that
noted in G2 below – it has two diamond-mullions, but here there are in situ two of the
(formerly) three stanchions between them – possibly, but not necessarily – for glazing. The
centre light has at least two pintles, possibly for a shutter of some sort.
The roof structure is the same as that over F1, though it is longer and thus has more [10?]
common rafters. The joists supporting the ceiling of F2 are also sooted, with one surface
painted white over the blackening.
Also visible in this part of the roof are assembly marks on the common rafters (Fig.33),
Roman numerals formed perhaps using a rase knife (Fig.34) as they did not seem straight
enough to have been stamped with a chisel. Only seven (VII) and three (III) were visible –
others may have been obscured by thatch.

Figure 33 Assembly marks VII on rafters

Figure 34 Rase knife4

The north side of the partition truss was also visible from the F2 roof-space. The full extent of
the principal rafters allowed the following observations to be made:
a. an upper collar had been present – now removed. Its mortice and peg are shown in
Fig.35.
b. the purlins were ‘threaded’ through the principals (Fig.36), probably with a scarf joint
within them. The joints were tight and their structure could not be discerned.
4

Rase knife used by surveyor John Woodlock to cut distinctive marks in witness trees, 1850-1867 - Wisconsin
Historical Museum (public domain, from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Race_knife accessed 4 February 2020)
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Figure 35 Eastern principal rafter with mortice for missing collar Figure 36 Threaded purlin

The roofs of ranges B and C are shown in the measured drawing at Fig.37 below.

Figure 37 Roof over ranges B and C (Hamed Yeganeh). North is at the base of the plan.

Roof of Range C
The roof of this range is likewise supported on purlins, inserted into the stone wall of Range
A at their southern end. At the north end, where the upper part of this roof intersects with
Range B, the structure is not carpentered into Range B’s roof structure. The upper purlins
stop short of the rafters of Range B’s roof and are supported by short elm posts with
birdsmouth ends, which rest on the framework of the ceiling below. This ceiling framework
(like the rafters in this section of roof) is of softwood and post-dates the main roof structure.
It is possible that the purlins in this roof section originally ran into a truss (of which there is
now no evidence) or a masonry wall, but that they were later cut short.
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A lower tier of purlins is exposed in the first floor of Range C, and on the west side a further
purlin supports a catslide extension of the roof to the level of the ground floor wall head. The
upper purlin on the east side is oak, while its counterpart on the west is a later softwood
replacement. Lower down, the purlins are heavily painted but are probably elm.
Roof of Range B
The interior view of the stone north gable wall of Range B (Fig.38) shows the brickwork for
the western flue - the chimneystack has been removed. There are two tiers of purlins, roughly
shaped using an axe, and joined at the principal rafters using loose tenons (Fig.39). Most of
the main timbers are elm; all the common rafters are modern softwood.

Figure 38 West gable, Range B

Figure 39 Pegs for loose tenon joining purlins

The space is divided into two bays by a central truss (Fig.40 and section BB in Fig.37)
consisting of a simple A–frame into which a number of additional timbers have been nailed.

Figure 40 Central truss

Figure 41 Level marks

Each of the principal rafters has an interesting level mark (Fig.41), consisting of the usual
cross-and-line, but with the addition of a circle – a type not listed in the reference.5
Also visible on the trusses are the setting-out marks for the very narrow collar (Fig.42). This
also shows a lightly chiselled I (above left of the peg) that corresponds to another on the
collar.
5
Miles and Russell (1995). We make the distinction between level marks, lightly scored cross-like marks, which
were used to obtain two parallel flat faces when hewing a log, and 'assembly marks', in these buildings the
chiselled numerals used to ensure the correct assembly of parts of a timber-framed building where the pieces are
cut and framed off-site.
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Figure 42 Setting out and assembly marks on collar

Figure 43 Range C roof from Range B

Finally, the inverted V-shape of the roof of Range C is visible on the southern roof-slope
(Fig.43). This has been plastered on the south.
History
Surprisingly little is known about the medieval history of Dean Court and its ancillary
buildings as a grange of Abingdon Abbey.6 Some background material was published in
1994, following extensive archaeological investigations north of the Eynsham Road. This did
not extend to Apple Acres, but it does have a short section on some carved stone architectural
fragments recovered from the kitchen of 89 Eynsham Road, which was being rebuilt at the
time of the Dean Court survey.7 These stones were thought to have come from Cumnor Place
to be used in the building of the kitchen extension to no.89.
Some research was done on the property by John Hanson in the 1990s. He found a reference
of 1562 to ‘John Cantwell’s house' in this area in the Will of Thomas Speen. In the nineteenth
century it is shown as being part of Dean Court Farm (Fig.2). In John Hanson’s Cumnor
Record, the house seems to be no.126, which he describes as follows:8
Irregular T-shape plan. Two-storey. Walls of limestone rubble. Thatch roof. Original
end stack of stone: hearth remodelled 20C. Cross-wing at north end c.1840. Roof
renewed 19C. Wood-mullioned window c.1600 in central lower room. Two dormers
on eaves.
He noted a reference from 1808, when the Inness family were tenants. Dr Ritchie has
compiled a more extensive and detailed account of the owners and occupiers and this is
attached at Annex 2. This provides a source for some possible periods of alteration of the
house – see following section.
The house is also shown on a number of maps, a selection of which is set out at Annex 3.
Since these were drawn for different purposes, mostly relating to land occupation and sale,
the outlines of the buildings on them are sometimes difficult to relate to one another, and to
the surviving evidence. Thus in 1808, the earliest map in which it seems that some attempt
has been made to record the buildings accurately, what was then Dean Court Cottages is
shown as a long north-south range with an eastern wing at each end. By 1820 it had become
6

Allen (1994) p.410.
op.cit. p. 384-5
8
http://users.ox.ac.uk/~djp/cumnor/ (accessed 6 February 2020)
7
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an L-plan, the foot of which seems to be the surviving south wing from 1808 – no evidence
for which survives today. Our Range B does not yet seem to have been built.
By 1876, range B is in place, the south wing has gone, but another had been built to the west,
for which evidence today is also lacking. When Nos. 89 and 87 were separated for sale in
1912 the rear (western) boundary was formalised with the distinctive kink that can be seen
today.
Discussion
The simplest explanation for the phasing of the three parts of this house is that range A is the
earliest, then Range B, and finally, Range C linking them together. The wide fireplace in A,
with its characteristic burn mark, is typical of the seventeenth century, and no features in the
other ranges are as early as this. The built-in cupboard in B could date from the eighteenth
century and the staircase in C is typical of the 1830s in the Oxford area.
But within this simple framework there are some rather tricky issues:
a. the smoke-blackening of the roof timbers in range A
b. the apparently medieval timber window at attic level in A, and its similar companion
below.
c. The suggestion (also made by Carol Rosier) that the purlins of Range A carry on into
C, so that Range A may be the surviving part of a longer building.9
d. The location of the entrance door(s) and staircase in Range A
e. The thin partition wall to the south of range B
f. What was the south wing shown on the 1820 Inclosure map and on the 1808 map and
survey of the manor of Cumnor?10
g. Did the apparently single flue in the west gable of Range B vent a fireplace at ground
or first floor level? This is related to a question as to whether G4 was originally
divided into two rooms.
Smoke blackening
There is heavy smoke blackening of the joists of the first-floor ceiling above F2, the attic
window and other roof timbers are also sooted, as are some of those in the roof over F1. As
the roof of block A is of a single phase, these need to be considered together. Neither the
partition between the two roof spaces, nor the joists of the ceiling of F1 are sooted, so they
must be later insertions, but how did the joists over F2 become smoke-blackened? It is
possible that the building was partly open to the roof, and that the position of the open fire
and the smoke vents was such that smoke moved in such a way as to produce the present
pattern of blackening, bur perhaps a more mundane solution is that the sooted joists came
from elsewhere and after some painting, were reused above F2.
So Range A might 'simply' have been part of a late medieval open hall house, with G1/G2
forming the open hall. The pattern of smoke-blackening suggests that the fire was at the north
end, and the fact that the F2 roof is longer than that over F1 adds credence to this being the

9

Rosier (1993)
Bodleian MS Maps. Berks. C 17/13 (43).

10
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‘high’ end. Hence the missing north bay (where range C is today) was the solar/parlour, and
the services were in a missing south bay.
However, the two apparently in situ medieval windows do not fit with this model – halls
usually have tall high-end windows, and high-level medieval smoke removal in Berkshire
was either through thatch or special roof tiles.
One possible explanation – that the building began as a detached kitchen, requiring ground
floor air intake and high level smoky air outflow – fits the fabric evidence, but raises
additional issues, such as where was the house for which it was a service room? The obvious
candidate is Dean Court House, the larger building adjacent at No.89, which has documented
medieval origins and was for many years in the same ownership.11
Timber windows
The main difference between the two timber windows is that the one in the attic has
stanchions on to which the leaded glass could be tied, whereas the ground floor one does not.
Indeed the necessity to tie the present leaded glass on to the mullions shows that this window
was not intended to be glazed. Rosier’s report suggests that the arrangement of the leadwork
is transitional between the diamond shapes of the sixteenth century and the rectangular ones
of the seventeenth, based on Linda Hall’s early work in Gloucestershire, though in her later
book, she puts the rectangular pattern as late as 1660.12 However, the rather unusual design of
the glazing (Figs. 15 and 44) may be significant. Although the pattern has a late nineteenthcentury look about it, a somewhat similar design was published by Walter Gidde in 1615
(Fig.45). The same basic arrangement of three shapes is used, with a large square edged with
rectangles and small squares. Each piece is slightly different in size and shape so uses every
valuable piece of glass, unlike the more ornate version, in Fig.45, where the patter is regular
and intersecting rectangles are brought to a triangular point at every second intersection,
instead of having a small square. The lead and glass could certainly be early seventeenthcentury in date, and this may suggest the date at which the putative detached kitchen was
converted to domestic use. However, if, like the architectural fragments, it came from
Cumnor Place, that could bring the date forward to 1810, when that building was demolished.

Figure 44 Ground floor window glass (M Ritchie)

Figure 45 Gidde’s illustration of glazing13

11

http://users.ox.ac.uk/~djp/cumnor/ (accessed 6 February 2020)
Hall (2005) pp. 86-7.
13
Gidde (1615) Folio 27.
12
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The attic window, on the other hand, could have been glazed, because of the presence of
intermediate stanchions between the mullions, but there is no evidence of a rebate, and glass
is not compatible with the visible sooting.
Range C
Although we accept that range C may be the remnant of part of a northern bay to range A, we
are divided as to its later history. For some, the V-shaped joining section of the roof visible
from the roof of Range B is evidence that the roof of C is later than that of B, and the fact that
there is lath and plaster on the south side of the V supports this. On the other hand, the V
could have been created when the roof of C was truncated during the construction of range B
and the plastering in the roof-space of C may have been an expedient to keep the roof-space
of B clean, but it was easier to plaster on south side than the north.
Heating and other arrangements in Range B
Although range B appears to be a new build from the early nineteenth century, some of its
anomalies – wall thicknesses, asymmetrical beams, apparent lack of a ground floor west
fireplace – suggest a more complex history, perhaps starting with a building contemporary
with range A (the transverse beams in G4 line up better with range A than with the present
walls of range B itself). This would also explain the lack of a stone south wall in range B.
The squared window opening to the west may have been a former doorway. The lack of
evidence for a dividing partition in G4 supports the need only for a single fireplace. The
chimney in the west gable seems to have vented only the fireplace in the western first-floor
room F3.
The ownership history shows that Apple Acres was (from the Dissolution until 1912) part of
the Cumnor manor estate. It was also closely associated with Dean Court House next door,
which was a tenanted farmhouse until 1920.14 The tenant in 1808, Bartholomew Inness, was a
carpenter and cooper – probably an estate worker, but not a farm labourer. However, in 1821
there was an additional family there, that of Robert Button, who probably was an agricultural
worker. Other sources (see Annex 2) suggest that the Woodcock family were also living in
Dean Court Cottages in the early nineteenth century. The house was thus in multiple
occupancy, at least from 1800 if not before. This is consistent with the map evidence that
shows a long range in 1808 (Annex 3 Fig.8) that could easily have housed three families.
This also shows that the house and cottages at Dean Court were already in existence before
the demolition of Cumnor Place, and so if any building materials were brought from there,
they would have been used for additions and alterations.
The long row of 1808 clearly incorporates medieval fabric, and as well as the putative
kitchen, might also have had other service rooms – such as a brewhouse, wash-house and/or
bakehouse. As such, its division into three cottages would probably have been achieved by
adding fireplaces and staircases where needed, probably in the late sixteenth or early
seventeenth century, the period of the ‘great rebuilding’.15
By 1820 the map evidence suggests that the northern wing and the long southern part of the
range had been demolished, while an additional wing had been built to form the L-shape. The
14
15

Hanson (2000) no.125
Hoskins (1953)
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Button and Inness families were living there in 1821, but the present Range B had not yet
been built.
The period between 1820 and the later configuration in 1876 is not easy to resolve. Of the
families at Dean Court, the Inness’s seem to be the most likely to have built range B – they
had a large family, were in the woodworking trades, and later on had the highest Poor Law
valuation. A date of ca.1840 for this is plausible, and thus the staircase was also part of that
work. The front door to range B was likely to the north-west, where the present window does
not have splays and was surely converted from a door. The north-west addition that appears
in the 1912 map is likely to have been a porch. As a footnote to this, we have noted that a
George Inness (of Cumnor) moved to Summertown in the 1880s as the builder of some of the
houses on the Sunnymead estate for Owen Grimbly.16 In 1905 there were five branches of the
Inness family living on the estate which was sometimes referred to as ‘Inness island’ – and
also ‘soapsud island’ because many of the residents were laundresses, including the Eliza
Inness of 36 Harpes Road, who died in 1939.17
So how did the southern household(s) live? In the farming conditions of the mid nineteenth
century it is quite possible to imagine two families living in Range A, together with its
various extensions to the south and the west. The staircases may have been in these.
There were two cottages in 1939 – and the pattern of hatching on the conveyance map
suggests that the second one was in a southern structure – since demolished. The main later
change – between 1939 and 1963 – is thus when the present front door was created (with a
short-lived porch) the northern doorway converted to a window, and the southern cottage
demolished.
Thus a tentative development history of Apple Acres might be as follows:
1. C15/C16 Range A is built as a detached kitchen for Dean Court House adjacent. It
also had other service rooms to the north.
2. Late C16/early C17. Cooking at Dean Court House is taken into the house by the
building of a suitable fireplace. The redundant service range is converted into
cottages. Fireplaces inserted. Glass attached to downstairs window.
3. Early C19. Demolition of the southern part of the building, still three cottages.
4. ca. 1840 The Inness family rebuild their (northern) part by creating range B, and the
staircase in C.
5. ca. 1945 Conversion to single dwelling.
Conclusion
This house has been very difficult to understand, partly because it clearly has a site history
that goes back to the medieval grange of Dean Court, and some of the fabric may well
survive from that period. However, it has not been possible fully to reconcile the surviving
fabric with what one might expect to find in a medieval house. On the other hand, as has
recently been shown, Berkshire houses do not always conform to the standard model of the
medieval hall house.18 Yet other research has suggested a need to consider other, hitherto
neglected building types such as detached kitchens, when looking at domestic arrangements
16

Graham (1985) p. 77
Steane (2018) pp. xvi, 11, 13, 52
18
Alcock and Miles (2013)
17
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in the Middle Ages. At Apple Acres we have a complex series of phases and interventions, all
hinting at their significance while giving little away. There are some features of obvious
major significance such as the two early windows. Nevertheless we have suggested a possible
chronology, and it is hoped that future owners in carrying out inevitable works of
modernisation will be able to see and understand parts of the building that we have been
unable to get to grips with. This report must inevitably therefore be a work in progress.
Disclaimer
This report has been prepared by member(s) of the Oxfordshire Buildings Record, a
voluntary organisation whose objectives are to advance education and promote research on
the buildings of Oxfordshire. Whereas every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy, it is
based only on evidence which was visible at the time of the recording. The information and
discussion contained in it is intended solely as a contribution to research, and the OBR takes
no responsibility for any other use to which it may be put. Advice should always be sought
from those professionally qualified to give it, particularly in relation to the planning process.
Prepared by: D R Clark FSA, 21 Walton Street, Oxford OX1 2HQ secretary@obr.org.uk
Approved for OHC by: D Thynne
2 May 2020
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Annex 1. Floor
plans

Annex 1 Fig. 1 First floor plan (Robert Eyles and team)
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Annex 1 Fig. 2 Ground floor plan (Jenny Vince, Donna Thynne and team)
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Annex 2: A summary of Proprietors and Occupiers of
Apple Acres, 87 Eynsham Road,
formerly Dean Court Cottages,
derived from extant Deeds and the Cumnor Parish Record.
J. Mark Ritchie
j.mak.ritchie@btinternet.com
April 2020
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Table 1A. Proprietors of the Manor and Parish of Cumnor (including Dean Court). Source: Page, William and P H Ditchfield (Eds), 1924.

Parishes: Cumnor and Wytham, in: A History of the County of Berkshire: Volume 4, ed. William Page and P H Ditchfield (London, 1924), pp.
398-405 and 427-430. British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/berks/vol4
Date

Modern
day
Identity
Parish of
Cumnor

Name of
Property

Price

Leasehold/
Freehold

Vendor or
transferor

Profession of
Vendor/transferor

Purchaser or
transferee

20 hides of
land in
Cumnor

Grant

Life interest
retained by
Eadred

King Eadred
(923-955)

King of the English
(946-955)

Abbot Ethelwold

968

Parish of
Cumnor

30 hides of
land in
Cumnor

Grant

King Edgar
(943-975)

King of England
(959-975)

Abingdon Abbey

1538

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Surrender
to the
Crown

Thomas
Rowland aka
Thomas Pentec
ost

the last Abbot of
Abingdon

King Henry VIII

1538/9

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Grant of
lease for
life

King Henry VIII
(1491-1547)

King of England
(1509-1547)

Thomas
Rowland alias Sir
Thomas Pentecost
d. 1540

1541/2

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Grant of
Keepershi
p

King Henry VIII
(1491-1547)

King of England
(1509-1547)

1547

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Sold

Freehold

King Henry VIII
(1491-1547)

King of England
(1509-1547)

Oliver
Wellesbourne
appointed 'keeper'
of the house. (fn.
36)
George Owen

1558

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Willed

Freehold

George Owen
(1499–1558)

Physician to the
King

955

Lease

© Oxfordshire Buildings Record and contributors 2020

Profession of
Purchaser or
transferee
Abbott of
Abingdon

Notes

Given back by King Eadred to Abbot Ethelwold;
in the charter of Eadred, dated 955, the abbey's
estate in Cumnor was given as 30 hides. (fn.
28) This Eadred held for life, with the consent
of the brothers, to whom it was to revert after
his death. (fn. 29)
It is probable that Eadred's grant was
repudiated by his successor, and in 968 King
Edgar made a new grant of 30 hides in Cumnor
to the abbey. (fn. 30). In 1086 Cumnor was
said to have belonged always to the abbey. (fn.
31) It was assessed at 30 hides; the previous
assessment had been 50 hides.
In 1538 Thomas Rowland alias Pentecost, the
last Abbot of Abingdon, surrendered the
abbey. (fn. 33) Shortly afterwards, in the words
of a contemporary writer, 'Lord Pentecost of
Abyngdon' became 'Sir Rowland of
Cumner.' (fn. 34) In other words, he had a grant
of the manor-house of Cumnor for the term of
his life. (fn. 35)

former Abbot
of Abingdon

In 1540–1 he must have been dead, for Oliver
Wellesbourne was appointed 'keeper' of the
house. (fn. 36)

Physician to
the King

In 1547 the manor and manor-house were sold
by the king to George Owen, his physician. (fn.
37) Owen died in possession in 1558, (fn.
38) after settling the manor on his son William
and Ursula Fettiplace, William's wife. (fn. 39)

William Owen and
Ursula Fettiplace,
William's wife. (fn.
39)
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Table 1A. Proprietors of the Manor and Parish of Cumnor (including Dean Court), continued.
Date

Modern
day
Identity

Name of
Property

Price

Leasehold/
Freehold

Vendor or
transferor

?1560

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Purchased

Leasehold

William Owen

Anthony Forster

1561

Parish of
Cumnor
Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor
Manor of
Cumnor

Purchased

Freehold

William Owen

Anthony Forster

Seized by
the Crown

Leasehold

William Owen

Queen Elizabeth I

?1562

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Grant

Leasehold

Queen Elizabeth I
(1533-1603)

1569

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Grant

Leasehold

1570

Parish of
Cumnor
Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor
Manor of
Cumnor

?Grant

Leasehold

Willed

Freehold

1574

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Purchase

Freehold

1574

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Release

Leasehold
right

1559

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Willed

Freehold

NORREYS Sir
Henry. Lord
Norreys of Rycote

Sir Edward
Norreys, a
younger son of the
first lord

On the death of Sir John then Lord Williams in 1559 (fn. 49)
Wytham became the property of his younger daughter and co-heir
Margery. (fn. 50) She was the wife of Henry Norreys, created Lord
Norreys of Rycote in 1572. (fn. 51) Their grandson and heir was
Francis Norreys, who in 1620–1 was created Viscount Thame and
Earl of Berkshire. (fn. 52) The manor of Wytham, however, seems
to have been left to Sir Edward Norreys, a younger son of the first
lord.

1602

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Agreemen
t for
reversion
to Francis

Freehold

Sir Edward
Norreys

Francis Norreys, (
created Viscount
Thame and Earl of
Berkshire in 1620–
1). (fn. 52)

He made an agreement with his nephew in 1602 by which
the reversion was secured to Francis, who in return
granted his uncle a life interest in Hampstead Norreys and
other family lands. (fn. 54)

1561

1572

Profession
of Vendor/
transferor

Purchaser or
transferee

Profession
of
Purchaser
or
transferee

Notes

Richard Sirslowe

Cumnor was leased from William Owen by Anthony
Forster, who was in residence there at the death of Amy
Lady Dudley in 1560. (fn. 40)
In the following year Anthony Forste purchased the
manor, (fn. 41)
which was shortly afterwards seized by the Crown for the
payment of a bond of £500 due from William Owen. (fn.
42)
The queen granted a lease to Richard Sirslowe. (fn. 43)

Richard Sirslowe

Walter Fyshe and
Thomas Gynes

Richard Sirslowe transferred his interest in 1569 to Walter
Fyshe and Thomas Gynes. (fn. 43)

Walter Fyshe and
Thomas Gynes
Anthony Forster,
d. 1572

Anthony Forster

They in the next year granted their right in the manor to
Anthony Forster. (fn. 44)
Anthony Forster died in 1572, (fn. 45) leaving the manor of
Cumnor to his patron, Robert Earl of Leicester. (fn. 46)

Robert, Earl of
Leicester
(m.Margery
WILLIAMS of
Rycote)
Richard Forster
(grand-nephew
and heir of
Anthony Forster)

NORREYS Sir
Henry. Lord
Norreys of Rycote

In 1574 the Earl of Leicester sold lordship of Manor of
Cumnor, with Cumnor Place, to Henry Lord Norreys of
Rycote, (fn. 47) [CPR states 1572], who had already
acquired local tythings by his marriage to Lord
WILLIAMS's heiress.
Richard Forster, the grand-nephew and heir of Anthony,
released to Lord Norreys his right in it in the same
year. (fn. 48) From this date Cumnor descended with the
manor of Wytham (q.v.), (fn. 49) the seat of the Norreys
family.
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Queen of
England
(1558-1603)

NORREYS Sir
Henry, created
Lord Norreys of
Rycote, 1572

23

OBR.415 Apple Acres, 87 Eynsham Road, Oxford
Table 1A. Proprietors of the Manor and Parish of Cumnor (including Dean Court), continued.
Date

Modern
day
Identity

Name of
Property

Price

Leasehold/
Freehold

Vendor or transferor

1623

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Willed

Freehold

Francis Norreys, Earl
of Berkshire (no male
issue)

Elizabeth Norreys,
daughter of
Francis, Earl of
Berkshire, wife of
Edward Wray (no
male issue)

The Earl of Berkshire died in possession of Wytham in
1623. (fn. 55) He had no male issue, and all his dignities
except the barony of Norreys died with him. (fn. 56) This,
with the estates, was inherited by his daughter Elizabeth,
the wife of Edward Wray. (fn. 57) She also died without a
son, (fn. 58)

165667

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Willed

Freehold

Bridget Norreys,
daughter of Elizabeth
Norreys, m. Montagu
Bertie, 2nd Earl of
Lindsay

James Bertie, 3rd
Earl of Lindsay
(created Earl of
Abingdon in 1682)

Elizabeth's daughter Bridget succeeded. Bridget married
first Edward Sackville, who was buried at Wytham in
1646, (fn. 59) and secondly Montagu Bertie, the second
Earl of Lindsay. (fn. 60) On her death in 1656–7 (fn.
61) her son James Bertie succeeded to the title and
estates. In 1682 he was created Earl of Abingdon. (fn. 62)

1699

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Willed

Freehold

Montagu Bertie,
2nd Earl of
Abingdon

The second Earl of Abingdon was Montagu Bertie, son
and heir of James, whom he succeeded in 1699. (fn. 63)

1699

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Willed

Freehold

Willoughby Bertie,
3rd Earl of
Abingdon (nephew
of 2nd Earl)

His only son died an infant, and Willoughby his nephew
inherited. (fn. 64)

1760

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Willed

Freehold

Willoughby Bertie,
4th Earl of
Abingdon (2nd
son of 3rd Earl)

Another Willoughby, second son of the third earl, was the
next heir. (fn. 65)

1799

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Willed

Freehold

Montagu Bertie,
5th Earl of
Abingdon (son of
4th Earl)

He died in 1799 and was succeeded by his son
Montagu, (fn. 66) who lived till 1854.

1854

Parish of
Cumnor

Manor of
Cumnor

Willed

Freehold

James Bertie, 1st Earl
of Abingdon James
Bertie, 1st Earl of
Abingdon (16 June
1653 – 22 May 1699)
Montagu VenablesBertie, 2nd Earl of
Abingdon (4 February
1673 – 16 June 1743)
eldest son of 2nd Earl.
Willoughby Bertie, 3rd
Earl of Abingdon
(nephew of 2nd Earl)
28 November 1692 –
10 June 1760
Willoughby Bertie, 4th
Earl of Abingdon (2nd
son of 3rd Earl) (16
January 1740 – 26
September 1799) died
insolvent.
Montagu Bertie, 5th
Earl of Abingdon (30
April 1784 – 16
October 1854)

Montagu Bertie,
6th Earl of
Abingdon (son of
5th Earl) (19 June
1808 – 8 February
1884)

The son and grandson of the latter, both called Montagu,
have in turn held the title and estates. (fn. 67)
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Profession
of Vendor/
transferor

Purchaser or
transferee

Profession
of
Purchaser
or
transferee

Notes
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Table 1B. Proprietors of Apple Acres, 87 Eynsham Road (formerly Dean Court Cottages) as evidenced by Deeds.
Date

Source

Title No

Identity

Name of
Property

Price

Leasehold/
Freehold

Vendor or
transferor

Profession
of Vendor/
transferor

Purchaser or
transferee

Profession of
Purchaser or
transferee

Other parties

Notes

9 July
1858

Abstract of
Title
28/08/1939

N/A

Large Plot (Plot
"No 302A", Dean
Court) comprising
1 acre, 1 rood and
16 perches

Not
known, as
Settlement
of 9 July
1858 not
seen.

N/A

Life tenancy

Montagu
Bertie,
6th Earl
of
Abingdon
(1808–
1884)

Peer of the
Realm

Life tenancy to
his son, Right
Hon. Montagu
Arthur Bertie,
7th Earl of
Abingdon (born
13 May 1836;
died 10 March
1928)

Peer of the
Realm

Sir Nicholas
William George
Throckmorton,
Baronet and Lt.
Col. Sir Oswald
Henry Philip
Turville-Petre,
Trustees [held
mortgages on
the Earl's
Estates]

Part of a much
larger estate, not
itemised in the
Abstract of Title
prepared for FJ
Mortimer in 1939.

17 May
1912

Abstract of
Title
28/08/1939

N/A

Large Plot (Plot
"No 302A", Dean
Court) comprising
1 acre, 1 rood and
16 perches

All that
piece of
land
dwelling
house and
premises
known as
"Dean
Court" …
which was
delineated
and noted
302a on
the plan”

Freehold

Right
Hon.
Montagu
Arthur
Bertie,
7th Earl
of
Abingdon
(born 13
May 1836;
died 10
March
1928)

Peer of the
Realm

Frederick John
Mortimer

Market
Gardener and
Fruiterer

Sir Nicholas
William George
Throckmorton,
Baronet and
Oswald Henry
Philip TurvillePetre, Trustees

These data taken
from Abstract of
Title attested by
Cecil Bartram,
Solicitor, Oxford,
on 28 August
1939
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Table 1B. Proprietors of Apple Acres, 87 Eynsham Road (formerly Dean Court Cottages) as evidenced by Deeds, continued.
Date

Source

Title No

Identity

Name of
Property

Price

Leaseh
old/Free
hold

Vendor or
transferor

Profession
of Vendor/
transferor

Purchaser or
transferee

Profession of
Purchaser or
transferee

Other parties

Notes

02 Oct
1939

Conveyance
02/10/39

N/A

2 cottages and
garden only:
"piece of land
situated at Dean
Court …
together with
two messuages
or cottages …
one being in the
occupation of Mr
Phillips as a
weekly tenant."

"land at
Dean
Court…
with two
cottages"

£450

Freehold

Frederick
John
Mortimer

Market
Gardener
and Fruiterer

Miss Stella
Amelia Mary
Aldridge (1878 1962)

Spinster

Miss Stella
Amelia Mary
Jeeves (nee
Aldridge) (d. 6
June 1962 at
Longworth
Hospital)

Stella Amelia Mary
Aldridge was
married to William
Francis Jeeves,
but he lived in
Yorkshire at the
time of her death
and she called
herself "Miss
Aldridge" in her
purchase
documentation.

05 Dec
1963

Conveyance
05/12/63

BK27662

1 dwelling house
and garden only

87
Eynsham
Road,
Botley

£3,150

Freehold

William
Francis
Jeeves "lawful
husband and
only person
then entitled to
the estate”

Retired
Valuer's
Clerk

William Frank
Hastings Green

Proprietor? of
the Swan Hotel,
Eynsham

N/A

William Francis
Jeeves Stella
Amelia Mary
Jeeves (nee
Aldridge) (d. 6
June 1962) was
granted Letters of
Administration on
10 Sept 1963.

1965?

Certificates
of Search
22/01/1965
and
01/03/1965

BK27662

One dwelling
and garden only

? 87
Eynsham
Road,
Botley

unkno
wn

Freehold

William Frank
Hastings
Green

Proprietor?
of the Swan
Hotel,
Eynsham

Thomas Nelson
Gray

Wine Merchant's
Representative

?

No conveyance
seen
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Table 1B. Proprietors of Apple Acres, 87 Eynsham Road (formerly Dean Court Cottages) as evidenced by Deeds, continued.
Date

Source

Title No

Identity

Name of
Property

Price

Leaseh
old/Free
hold

Vendor or
transferor

Profession
of Vendor/
transferor

Purchaser or
transferee

Profession of
Purchaser or
transferee

Other
parties

Notes

1969 /
1970?

Certificates
of Search
29/12/1969
and
15/01/1970

BK27662

One
dwelling and
garden only

Apple
Acres, 87
Eynsham
Road (so
described
in
searches
before
purchase)

unkno
wn

Freehold

Thomas
Nelson Gray

Wine
Merchant's
Representati
ve

John Harrison
Burnett & Enid
Margaret
Burnett

Professor of
Rural Economy,
University of
Oxford. Sir John
Harrison Burnett
(21 January
1922 – 22 July
2007).
https://en.wikipe
dia.org/wiki/John
_Harrison_Burn
ett

N/A

No conveyance seen.
However, from a
drainage search made
by Prof Burnett with
Abingdon RDC, it is
clear the two cottages
(85 and 87 Eynsham
Road had already
become one address:
87 Eynsham Road.
Burnett was later
Principal & Vice
Chancellor of Edinburgh
University (1979-1987),
knighted 1987.

01 June
1971

Transfer of
Part
01/06/1971

BK 103006
(ex part of
BK2319)

Apple
Acres, 87
Eynsham
Road

Freehold

RDC of
Abingdon

Rural District
Council

Professor John
Harrison
Burnett & Enid
Margaret
Burnett

Professor of
Rural Economy

N/A

Transfer Deed overstamped BK103006;
Restrictive Covenant
imposed [no building
without permission of
Abingdon RDC, now
Vale of White Horse
DC].

10 Feb
1977

Copy of
Proprietorship
Register

ON47726
(combining
old titles:
BK27663
and BK
103006)

Adjoining
plot only:
"Land at the
corner of
Pinnocks
Way and
Eynsham
Road,
Botley, as
shown
edged red
on the
attached
plan"
One
dwelling and
garden with
adjoining
plot

Freehold

Professor
John
Harrison
Burnett &
Enid
Margaret
Burnett

Professor of
Rural
Economy

Dr James Alan
Ritchie and
Miss Audrey
Jackson (Later
Mrs Audrey
Ritchie).

Research
Physician,
Nuffield
Department of
Clinical
Medicine, and
Medical Social
Worker,
respectively

N/A

Dr James Ritchie died
on 25 July 1997 and Mrs
Audrey Ritchie was
registered as sole owner
on 22 September 1999

87
Eynsham
Road,
Cumnor,
OX2 9BY

£250

unkno
wn

© Oxfordshire Buildings Record and contributors 2020

27

OBR.415 Apple Acres, 87 Eynsham Road, Oxford

Table 2. Known occupiers (tenant and/or subtenant families) at 87 Eynsham Road
(formerly Dean Court Cottages) from c 1800. Source: Mainly from Cumnor Parish
Record. http://users.ox.ac.uk/~djp/cumnor/
1851 census (full data not seen)
(additional data from John
Hanson's Cumnor people database)
Householder
Wife /
housekeeper,
children and
others

Prayer Books
(1803, 1805) and
Bibles (1807)
distributed by
Vicar of Cumnor

Botley Tything in
Cumnor Parish, Census
1821

1851 Poor
rate
assessment

1805 Prayer book
distributed to
BUTTON William,
son of Robert
Button, Dean
Court, Labourer.
1807 Bibles
distributed to
EAST Mary,
daughter of
Samuel East,
Dean Court,
shepherd, and
BUTTON William,
son of Edward
Button, Dean
Court, labourer

BUTTON Robert b.1770 d.1838 Dean Court. m.
Sarah bc.1773 d.13.6.1811 Cumnor.
labourer. 1821 census:
lived in cottage on E. side
of Dean Court. Children:
Wm 1798, Elizabeth 1799
- 2.2.1804, John 1804,
Betty 1806, Jane 1808,
Edward 1810. In 1815
William, James, Jane and
Edward Button were
vaccinated for smallpox ,
at Dean Court (Church
papers in Cumnor Parish
Records)

John Button,
occupier,
Cottage and
garden at
Dean Court

BUTTON, John
b. 1804 Cumnor.dc. 1884 Cumnor.

m. Ann KYTE
b.1803
Curbridge, Oxon
- d.1872 Cumnor.
m. at Cumnor on
16.7.1832.
Children: 42 Harriet, 1827,
Edward 1834,
Jane 1836 . In
1826, helped
repair Eynsham
Road

INNESS Bartholomew,
77, carpenter; b.1743 d.25.2.1827. m. Ann
CURTIS b.1743 Cum.d.1833 Cum. Wife Ann,
76; grand-daughter Maria
17; and Martha Tubb,
widow, 81 (died 1824);
Edward TELLING, 60,
servant.

Inness,
Edward Jr
(born 1804),
occupier,
Cottage and
garden at
Dean Court
[birth date
also given as
1806].
Presumably
paid poor rate
on behalf of
elderly father.

INNESS, Edward
Sr, b.1775
Cumnor - d.1856
Cumnor.; (Father:
Bartholomew
b.1743);
carpenter &
cooper at Dean
Court

m. Ann ....
b.1780 Cumnor d.1824 Cumnor.
Children: 6. Mary
1804, Edward
1806, Charles
1814, Sophia
1818, Harriet
1820 -last four
still with parents
in 1851, the sons
as journeymen
carpenters,
daughters as
laundresses.

Court Roll
1855

According to
Hanson, the
INNESS family
acquired the
lease of Dean
Court
Cottage(s) in
1855.
However there
are several
anomalies in
his data so it is
not clear if this
date is reliable
or which
member of the
family was
involved.

1803 Prayer Book
distributed to
EAST Mary,
daughter of S.
East, labourer,
Dean Court
[possibly a sister of
Sarah East who
became wife of
William
Woodcock]
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Table 2. Known occupiers (tenant and/or subtenant families) at 87 Eynsham Road
(formerly Dean Court Cottages) from c 1800, continued.
1861 census
Householder

Wife /
housekeeper,
children and
others

BUTTON John,
57, labourer., b.
Cumnor Bks

Wife: Ann, 58, b.
Curbridge, Oxon
Children: Edward,
widower, 27,
labourer, b. Dean
Court, Cumnor,
Berks.

INNESS, Edward
Jr, b.1804
Cumnor. ,
unmarried, 56,
Wheelwright and
carpenter, b.
Botley, Berks
(possibly a
widower, since
married.
according to
Hanson's
database. No
evidence provided
for marriage.)

Sister: Sophia,
unmarried, 60,
housekeeper, b.
Botley Berks.
Sister: Harriett, 35,
laundress, b.
Botley
Berks. Niece:
Harriett, 15,
assistant, b.
Stimpsons,
Cumnor, Berks.

WOODCOCK,
William b.1796
Bicester, Oxon. d.1873 Cumnor,
Berks. 65, Agr.
labourer

m. Sarah EAST
b.1804 Cumnord.1880 Cumnor.
grave 55.
Vaccinated for
smallpox in 1815,
at Dean Court
(Church papers in
Cumnor Parish
Records). Aged
57, dress maker.
Children: Henry,
26, unmarried,
labourer, b.
Cumnor Berks;
Samuel, 20,
labourer, b.
Cumnor Berks;
Thomas, 15,
labourer., b.
Cumnor Berks;
Fanny, 12, sch., b.
Cumnor Berks.

RICHARDS,
Richard, 55,
cordwainer, b.
Cumnor Berks.
[said by John
Hanson to be
resident at Dean
Court Cottages]

Wife: Elizabeth,
54, laundress, b.
Henley, Oxon.
Niece: Elizabeth
TURRELL,
unmarried, 29,
laundress, b.
Bucks

1871 census

Householder
BUTTON
John, 67,
labourer, b.
Cum Bks

Wife /
housekeeper,
children and
others
Wife: Ann, 68,
b. Curbridge,
Oxon.
Children:
Edward,
widower, 37,
labourer, b.
Dean Court,
Cum
Bks.

1881 census

Householder
BUTTON,
John,
widower, 77,
road
labourer, b.
Dean Court,
Cumnor, Bks.
[Died c. 1884]

INNESS
Edward,
unmarried, 77,
carpenter, b.
Botley Bks

WOODCOCK
William, 75

Wife a 'nurse'.
Children 11-2
incl.. Henry
1837, Sarah
1836-1836,
Sarah 1838,
Samuel 1841,
Mary 1843,
Thomas 1846,
Fanny 1849;
Wm 182128.12.1823.
Both illiterate.
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WOODCOCK
Samuel
b.1841
Cumnor.d.19.1.1899
Cumnor. Agr.
labourer at
Dean Ct in
1881 and
1891. Aged
41, Ag
labourer, b.
1841, Dean
Court,
Cumnor, Berks
- d.19.1.1899
Cumnor.

Wife /
housekeeper,
children and
others

Poor Law Rate
Valuation 1891

Son:
BUTTON,
Edward,
widower, 46,
labourer, b.
Dean Court,
Cum Bks.
[Died d.1890
Cum. 1890
elector.]
Sister:
[?Harriet]
unmarried, 49,
laundress, b.
Botley Berks

"late Edw.
Button" cottage
and garden, £2

m. Elizabeth,
b.1835
Eynsham d.1908 Dean
Ct. Aged 46,
laundress, b.
Eynsham
Oxon

Harriet lnnes
cottage and
garden, £4

Samuel
Woodcock
cottage and
garden, £2
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Table 2. Known occupiers (tenant and/or subtenant families) at 87 Eynsham Road
(formerly Dean Court Cottages) from c 1800, continued.
1901 census
Householder, wife /
housekeeper, children and
others
One Dean Court Cottage
unoccupied at census time

Electoral
Register
1910

Electoral
Register 1930

PHILLIPS,
Joseph, with
Kate Phillips
and Eva Phillips
are all listed as
living at Dean
Court and on
Electoral roll for
1930.

Conveyance 1939
from Mr FJ Mortimer
to Miss SAM Aldridge
(aka Mrs Jeeves)
"Mr Phillips" noted on
conveyance of 1939 as
"weekly tenant" living in
one of the two Dean
Court Cottages

JOYCE, Gabriel, 54, farm
lab., b. Botley Pound.
Wife: Mary, 53, b. Botley
Pound. JOYCE Gabriel, 54,
farm lab.,

PHILLIPS, Joseph was identified
as occupying one of the Dean
Court Cottages in 1930 and 1939.
He was presumably a retired game
keeper (see Hanson, J., 1992) "At
Wood End Farm Fred Podberry
was the tenant. The gamekeeper's
cottage at the top of Bean Wood
was the home of Joseph Phillips.
In 1910 he sent his children Amy
and Thomas to Cumnor School
when Wytham School was closed
for a time. It was a long walk." The
development of modern Farmoor
1900-1974. Hanson, John. 1992.
2nd Ed., p. 6.

According to John Hanson (in an
undated hand-written note to
Audrey Ritchie), Dean Court
Cottages "was formerly tied to the
farm (now stables) in North
Hinksey Lane. From c1720-1895 it
was tenanted by the INNESS
family – carpenters. In 1901 it was
the home of Gabriel Joyce, farm
labourer and his wife Mary". This
table does not attempt to unravel
the genealogy and domestic
arrangements of the Inness family
before 1800.

WOODCOCK Elizabeth,
widow, 65, laundress. b.
Eynsham, Oxon. Two
Rooms.

RICHARDS, Edward, 54,
farmer & poulterer, b.
Summertown, Oxon. Wife:
Annie, 55, b. Oxford
(Stourton, Warwickshire in
1891 census). Daughter:
Annie, 31. b. Cumnor.
Son: Herbert, 25, b.
Cumnor. New red brick
house, no.91 [so no longer
at Dean Court Cottages]

Notes

ALDRIDGE (aka
JEEVES), Stella
Amelia Mary (d. 6
June 1962 at
Longworth Hospital)
Stella Amelia Mary
Aldridge is noted on
conveyance of 1939 as
occupying one of the
two Dean Court
Cottages and proprietor
of both.
Edward
Richard
Richards.
Freehold
House and
Land, Dean
Court
[Number 91]

Daughter,
Annie
Richards
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The Richards family appears to be
in occupation of one of the Dean
Court Cottages in 186 1, but by
1901 their descendants are owners
and occupiers of No 91, Eynsham
Road.
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Annex 3 Map Regression
The various maps showing Apple Acres are helpful in some ways, but confusing in others,
though because of their different purposes they cannot be relied on completely, as Fig. 1,
from an Ordnance Survey map of ca. 1971, does not show an outside toilet which was known
to be there at that date.

Annex 3. Fig. 1 Extract from Register of Title (ca. 1971, owner’s copy)

The map does, however, show a porch at the front door, and what appears to be a structure to
the south, where the patio is today. The close proximity to No.89 is evident, and there is a
small square structure to the south abutting both properties.

Annex 3. Fig. 2 Conveyance 5 December 1963 (owner’s copy)

The map in Fig.2 was included in the conveyance of the house (then known as Dean Court
Cottages) between William Francis Jeeves and William Frank Hastings Green. Comparison
with Fig.1 suggests that the southern structure was built between 1963 and 1971. The porch
was in place in 1963, but neither the outside toilet nor the garage (approx. 1960) are present.
The same holds for the 1964 Ordnance Survey map.
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The next map (Fig.3) from the 1939 conveyance between Frederick John Mortimer and Stella
Amelia Mary Aldridge suggests that at this time there was some form of structure to the south
of the house, abutting the southern boundary of the plot at that time. It should be noted,
however, that this boundary is here shown without the distinctive kink shown in Figs.1 and 2.

Annex 3. Fig. 3 Map from conveyance dated 2 October 1939 (owner’s copy)

The porch and garage are not present, though there is a different square western addition
extending towards no.89, the main structure of which is well to the west of No.87.

Annex 3. Fig. 4 Extract from plan in Official Arbitrator’s Order of 16 December 1933 (owner’s copy)

Fig,4 shows a similar layout, though as this was produced for a decision on land ownership it
may not necessarily be an accurate rendition of the structures on the sites.
The next plan (Fig.5) is from the conveyance in 1912 of 87 Eynsham Road from the Earl of
Abingdon to Frederick John Mortimer. Significant features are a small extension to the northwest, and a distinct kink in the western boundary of the property. This kink is in the same
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place as that in Fig.2 (1963), and is likely to have existed in the intervening years, and its
absence from the maps is probably due to the surveyor’s reluctance to visit the adjacent
property to make an accurate plan of the house.

Annex 3. Fig. 5 Plan associated with 1912 conveyance (owner’s copy)

In 1912, on the other hand, the plan shows how the Earl’s property was to be divided, and so
can be relied upon for that, if not for the precise details of the buildings thereon.

Annex 3. Fig. 6 1st Edition OS map (detail of Fig.2)

The 1876 Ordnance Survey (Fig.6) shows the kink in the boundary and the southern
extension, as in 1912, but there is a sizeable western wing and a further change in the
building line at the junction between ranges B and C.

Annex 3. Fig. 7 Extract from Cumnor Enclosure map (1820) (Berkshire Record Office)19
19

http://www.berkshireenclosure.org.uk/ (accessed 6 February 2020)
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We have not been able to access the 1840s Tithe Apportionment (which should also have a
map).
Fig.7, however, shows an extract from the Enclosure Map of 1820. Dean Court Cottages are
shown as an L-shaped building, which may (or may not) be an accurate outline.
There was a Survey of Cumnor carried out in 1808 (Fig.8), presumably for the Earl of
Abingdon, which shows the present nos.89 and 87 with the latter represented as a long northsouth range with short wings to the east at either end.20 The map seems to relate to a survey
(Bodleian Ms D.D.Bertie b.2/9) in which the tenant is given as John Inness (Copyhold
Bartholomew Inness; rent 2s).21 This map also anticipates the creation of the lower road from
Botley to Farmoor, opened in 1810.22

Annex 3. Fig. 8 1808 Survey of Cumnor (Allen (1994) p.415)

The earliest map to show the house with a semblance of precision is John Rocque’s map of
Berkshire of 1761 (Fig.9). Here it is shown as part of a courtyard, the southern element of
which is the present no.89 Eynsham Road, but the northern building had gone by 1808, due
to the straightening of the road.

Annex 3. Fig. 9 Rocque's Berkshire (detail)

20

Bodleian MS Maps. Berks. C 17/13 (43). A different reference is given in the Cumnor Parish Record.
Cumnor Parish Record
22
VCH Oxon Vol.12 p.101
21
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