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Newsletter News
This edition contains two follow-up comments on past articles: a note on what
scotches were for; and a pointer to where you can easily access a pioneering article by
Oliver Rackham on the amount of timber employed in building a hall house. Do
comment on articles, and comment on comment - and expect to be published!
Circulating Oxon recorder 62 electronically as a pdf was well received. There was
one adverse comment that the photographs were slightly unsharp. We would be
interested to know if others agree; if so we will experiment with ways to improve
sharpness given the constraint of circulating a manageably sized file. Comments on
any other aspect of the newsletter are also welcome. Contact newsletter@obr.org.uk

A walk around Bloxham
On Saturday 16th May 2015, 28 members assembled for the Annual General Meeting
(draft minutes appear later in this Journal) in the village hall, a handsome adaptation
of an open-sided shelter shed south of the church. Here after the meeting we had
two short talks about the village and the buildings from Mo Mant and Sally Stradling.
We then enjoyed a delicious lunch cooked by our hosts before being split into two
groups led respectively by our chairman Paul Clark and our secretary David Clark.
Supported by the helpful maps and plans we ventured out to explore the village.
Bloxham’s houses are built of ferruginous marlstone a material which when
weathered down produces a fertile soil providing an agricultural basis for the
economic life of the village. Its roads were trading links connecting it to the woollen
industry of the surrounding Cotswolds.

Bloxham Marlstone
(K. Hume)
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We were greeted by Peter Barwell at the Bloxham museum, housed in a 16th century
house on the main street, featuring an impressive fireplace. There were a number of
reconstructed interiors of the Victorian age and the 30’s, peopled by lay figures, with
objects displayed in cases originating in the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. It also
featured an exhibition of local transport, laid out in an attractive way. We were told
that the museum had received help from Carol Anderson of the County Museum at
Woodstock; but it was principally the product of local collective enthusiasm.

!
Bloxham museum exhibit
(K. Hume)

Fireplace in the museum (H Horner)

Our next visit was to the magnificent church of St. Mary whose tower and spire
dominate the village and indeed the surrounding countryside. Here David Clark took
our group round in an informative trail, noticing first the external features which
included the impressive cathedral-sized windows of the Millcombe chapel, more glass
than wall, possibly designed by the master mason Richard Winchcombe who was
responsible for the Divinity School at Oxford.

!
St. Mary’s Church tracery of west
window on north aisle (H Horner)
St. Mary’s Church (K Hume)
3

© Oxfordshire Buildings Record 2015

The Oxon Recorder

Issue 63

Summer 2015

Norman door
(H Horner)

Corbel
(H Horner)

!

!
In through the Norman South doorway with its chevron carving we explored the
interior noting the carved corbels and friezes, the fragments of wall paintings, the
monument to Sir John Thornycroft languidly reclining in marble splendor, the
repainted medieval screen, the extensive restoration particularly of the chancel by G
B Sweet and the stained glass windows by Morris and Co.

Morris and Co stained glass

St. Mary’s church interior (K. Hume)

(K. Hume)
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Opposite the church we entered the garden in front of Rectory Farm, a path lined
with forget-me-not, lavender and the house wreathed in wisteria. The owners - Lizzie
and Nigel Arden showed us round their house of yeoman status that evidently went
back to the high middle ages having a two bay hall with a roof, containing two ranges
of purlins supported by windbraces and a central decoratively arch-braced truss.
This building has not yet been dendro dated.

Rectory Farm
(K. Hume)

A possible smoke bay preceded the massive chimney which accompanied the inserted
floor that was held up by moulded beams. We noted the downstairs flagged floor of
Pennant limestone. We spent an enjoyable half hour discussing the building.

Rectory Farm hall roof
(K. Hume)

Decorated post of hall
central open truss

!

(H Horner)
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Adjacent to Rectory farmhouse was a contemporary stone barn that featured candle
windholes.

!
Barn with candle windholes

Candle windhole
ventilator (H Horner)

(K. Hume)

Local mud mortar
(H Horner)

!
Next, we walked north up the village main street veering off to visit No. 1 Old Bridge
Street. Here we were shown what evidently had been two agricultural labourers’
cottages. The plan proved difficult to follow through three levels which were
necessary for the house(s) to fit onto the steep slope leading up to the road. It was
evident that the dwelling had gone through many changes, the lower part forming a
grocery shop at some time in the 19th century. Up a steep and narrow staircase we
6
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were led into little rooms, divided off by modern partitions. We were not able to
examine the roof but were told that the covering used to be thatch.
Further north on the main street was Bloxham’s - All Saints School which dominates
the street and village

All Saints School (K. Hume)

At the end of the afternoon the two groups reunited to enjoy tea and cake in a local
hostelry. Our thanks go to our members who organised this interesting tour.
John Steane and Ken Hume

Two pleasure palaces in west London
On a sunny day at the end of May, OBR members joined OAHS on their coach
excursion to Syon House and Strawberry Hill, two spectacular houses in west London
offering contrasting examples of eighteenth century personal taste. Syon a major
redesign by Robert Adam of a 16th century house for the Duke of Northumberland;
and Strawberry Hill an erudite Gothic fantasy castle largely from the ideas of Horace
Walpole, socialite bachelor son of the Prime Minister. Architecturally contrasting,
both were intended as pleasure palaces – settings for hospitality and entertainment
during the London season.

!
Syon house and one of the park lodges (D Clark)
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Syon House sits in a huge private park on the Thames opposite Kew Gardens. The
central courtyard was the cloister of a Bridgettine nunnery, relocated here in 1431
from Twickenham. After the Dissolution, the great hall was located into the west
range, and the dormitory seems to have become the long gallery. It has been in the
Percy family since 1594. Our party had the house to ourselves, and knowledgeable
guides deftly guided our two groups through most of the important 1761 Adam
rooms on the ground floor.
The house is fully described in the London 3 (North West) volume of Buildings of
England, which also has a useful floor plan showing Adam’s proposed design, not all
of which was carried out. Suffice it to say that behind the somewhat bland exterior
are some of the most sumptuous interior spaces of any house in England. Adam used
architectural devices such as apses and screens, colonnades and galleries to create
spatial illusion and settings for classical sculpture which brought the sights of the
Grand Tour into suburban London. Whether or not you like this sort of thing, the
visitor cannot fail to be impressed, or to appreciate the sheer intellectual panache that
the rooms were intended to display.
But Syon is not all Adam, there was an interesting set of outbuildings that also
deserved our attention. The garden centre was in the former riding school with an
early 19th century iron roof, and there was a much-altered stone and brick barn, said
to be 14th century in origin, sadly not open to internal inspection. The most stunning
structure was the great conservatory by Charles Fowler (1827-39). This was an
innovating development having some of the characteristics of the traditional
orangery, but anticipating the fully developed plant houses of Kew and elsewhere.
The rear walls were rendered brick, but the main structure was supported by cast iron
columns.

Great Conservatory
(D Clark)

!

The roof trusses were, however, made of gun-metal, being more malleable, and
Paxton came to look at it while he was developing the design of the Crystal Palace for
the 1851 exhibition.
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Dragging ourselves away from these delights, we crawled through the traffic to our
lunch stop at Strawberry Hill. The house belongs to the main occupier of the site, St
Mary’s College, from which it is leased by a trust that has just completed a £10m
lottery-funded restoration.

Strawberry Hill from
south-west (D Clark)

!

Having been brought up to consider ‘Strawberry Hill Gothic’, or ‘Gothick’ as a
derogatory description for archaeologically incorrect and picturesque-dominated
‘applied’ Gothicism, Strawberry Hill itself was a revelation. Acquired by Walpole in
1747, his transformation of two earlier cottages was complete and as deliberate as the
work done at Syon, although the intellectual basis was totally different. In a world
where classical architecture was dominant, and almost a hundred years before Pugin’s
proposition that Gothic was the only style that embodied the moral purpose of
architecture, it is no wonder that Strawberry Hill was a sensation in its own time.

Library (D Clark)
!
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And although the Gothic is deployed as a decorative style rather than as intrinsic to
the design, the reproduction of tombs, tracery, fan vaults and screens – all copied
from illustrations – is faithful and well-crafted (even if some of it is papier-mâché). My
guess is that it was the later copiers of Strawberry Hill that gave the style its
reputation for pastiche – look locally at the chapel and library of Milton Manor
(1776) near Abingdon for example.
But Strawberry Hill is not all about decoration. I was particularly taken by the various
window and shutter arrangements. Walpole apparently did not like curtains, and as
the house was used only in the summer, all the windows have some kind of shutter.
Some slide horizontally into wall cavities (cf. Fir Tree House, Steventon) and in the
Great Parlour these are in effect full-height sliding doors to a bay window. In the Blue
Bedchamber, the window casements themselves slide horizontally back into the wall
as well as the shutters.
In other rooms, the windows had sash shutters hung vertically, in one case sliding
upwards into a cavity above the window, and in the Round Drawing Room were two
sash shutters in a box below the window sill, sliding up separate channels to cover the
upper and lower halves of the window. In the Tribune, the restorers found that there
had been a plain glass window, a painted glass panel and shutters. I understood that
the painted glass panel could be slid away if a garden view were required.
One question remained unanswered – were all these from the late 18th century
Walpole scheme or were some of them introduced in the mid 19th century by Frances,
Countess Waldegrave, to whom the house had passed by inheritance after Walpole’s
death?
There is a great deal of information about Strawberry Hill and its restoration on their
website, and the house itself is highly rewarding as a place to visit – just don’t pick a
day when there is a major rugby match at Twickenham!
David Clark

Vernacular buildings in Brittany
I have recently returned from a ten day holiday in Brittany. Accompanying me were
my elder daughter, Kate, the Lincoln archaeologist who read the maps enabling us to
navigate tortuous webs of lanes, and her partner, Geoff Tann, also an archaeologist
who drove us safely. Whereas our first aim was to explore the megalithic riches of the
south coast we also gained impressions of the countryside and vernacular building
traditions as we passed through.
We stayed in a converted 18th century barn, 5 miles from Pontivy so our expeditions
were largely made in the south eastern corner. The lack of medieval houses
10
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reminded us that the Bretons had, until the 16th century, regarded themselves as
independent of the French monarchy and occupied themselves with brutal feudal
family struggles, their nobility at times allying themselves with the English invaders.
Medieval houses multi storied, timber framed with slight scantling and jettied storeys
are found quite frequently in the walled towns of Josselin, Vannes and Guerande.
The slight timbering seemed connected with the practice of shredding rather than
felling the trees which would produce spindly timbers.

Josselin; timber framing in
a comparatively unrestored
15c. house (J Steane)

The landscape of rolling hills, deeply rutted lanes, frequent (privately owned) forests
and dairy pastures reminded us of Devon (and to a lesser extent Cornwall). The
Breton settlement is dispersed with many hamlets but few villages. As we drove south
from St Malo we noticed many cob structures, farmhouses as well as barns and other
outbuildings.
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Josselin town house; ashlar blocks in windows
and door opening and ground floor shutters (J
Steane)

(J Steane)

“The great rebuilding” seems to have taken place in the 18th and 19th centuries when
peasant hovels were largely replaced with single story two roomed cottages exploiting
the ample supplies of stone including granite and schist. Nearly all these simple
houses made use of ashlar for doorways, windows and quoins. Many had shuttered
windows (glazing didn’t reach them until the 19th century). They face directly into the
street and are found grouped in rows that can vary from two to a dozen or more
houses. We did not penetrate these homes to study roof forms but those that were
visible (because they were ruinous) showed that king posts were in frequent use. They
had originally been thatched but blue and black slate had replaced this in the railway
age. All over roof spaces had been made use of in the 20th century by inserting
dormers.
We found a few reed-thatched buildings along the Terre de Sol (the reeds growing in
the deserted salt lagoons). The main plan forms of the larger farm complexes were
long houses with accommodations for beasts under the same roof, and in others the
barn and outbuildings were constructed in parallel to the farmhouse.
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Long house; house, barn and outshot on the same axis (J Steane)

These are fleeting impressions. Doubtless there are regional groups of French
archaeologists beginning to extend their understanding of their own vernacular
buildings.
John Steane

John Branche; carpenter - and innovator?
John Branche or Braunche may be known to OBR members as the master carpenter
for the building of All Souls College from 1438 to 1442. The most visible and
spectacular evidence for his work there is the hammerbeam roof of the chapel –
surprisingly embellished by East Anglian-style angels carved by Richard Tyllok (Fig.1).
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Figure 1. All Souls
chapel roof (D Clark)

E A Gee (‘Oxford Carpenters, 1370-1530’ in Oxoniensia XVII/XVIII (1952/3) pp.
124-5) pieced together his working life from building accounts and other sources. As
well as his work at All Souls, he was also recorded at New College (1465/6) and
Merton (1468). But what did he do from 1442 to 1465, and why single him out for
attention?
There are two strands to this story, one based in Abingdon, the other surrounding the
early use of what became the most common joint for fitting floor joists into beams –
the diminished-haunch soffit tenon.
John Branche lived in Abingdon – he had a house in West St Helen Street – and was
known to the Abbey authorities. In 1440 he had selected oaks from the Abbot’s wood
in Cumnor for All Souls, and for some reason the Trinity Warden (one of the Abbey
officials) paid 6s. 6d. for a paling between his garden and that of a neighbour. In the
mid 1450s the Abbey were also building their ‘Long Gallery’, a 10-bay lodging range
that still stands along the southern boundary of the site. The trees for this were felled
in the winter of 1454/5, and the carpentry has parallels with the great barn of
Winchester College at Harmondsworth (1426) and the north transept of Canterbury
cathedral (1455). Is it possible that Branche built the Long Gallery?
The diminished-haunch soffit tenon (Fig.2) was described by Cecil Hewett, the
pioneer of the history of carpentry as ‘the ultimate joist end joint’ (English Historic
Carpentry, 1980). Writing before tree-ring dating had become the basis of accurate
scientific dating of building timbers, he suggested that the joint was developed in
Cambridge in the early 16th century. We now know that there are earlier examples, at
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All Souls in 1438-42, in the buttery at Lincoln College, Oxford in joists from timbers
felled 1436/7, and – the earliest example of all – in 26 East St Helen Street,
Abingdon in 1429/30 (Fig.3).

Figure 2. The diminished-haunch soffit tenon
(Hewett, 1980, Fig.305)

Figure 3. 26 East St Helen
Street, Abingdon (D. Clark)

You can see, I think, where this is going. It is all hypothetical, of course, but is it not
plausible that an intelligent and inventive master carpenter might have learned his
trade working as an apprentice to one of the great names of the previous generation
such as Hugh Herland, responsible for the hammerbeam roof at Westminster Hall
(1394) and other works for Edward III at Windsor, and also in Oxford and
15
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Winchester for William Wykeham, bishop of Winchester and chancellor of England?
This would surely have given Branche the skills and insights needed to design and
build the chapel roof at All Souls – notably founded by Henry Chichele, archbishop
of Canterbury.
Between all his grand commissions, perhaps he built ‘ordinary’ houses in Abingdon as
well, trying out new ideas before using them on more prestigious buildings elsewhere.
Might Branche have designed the diminished haunch soffit tenon and tried it out in
26 East St Helen Street? He certainly used it at All Souls and he may also have
introduced it at Lincoln, although his name has not figured in college records.
Another novel carpentry technique with examples in the Abingdon area is the ‘buttpurlin pretending to be a clasped purlin’ (Fig.4) – which can be seen in the roof of
Dorchester Abbey guesthouse (1445) and in a house in Abingdon, 55 East St Helen
Street. The latter is one of a row of three cottages with a continuous jetty, recorded in
a 1554 survey of Abingdon properties as belonging to Elizabeth Branche, John’s
grand-daughter-in-law, but probably built in the mid 15th century.
Did Branche perhaps build these, too, while trying out a new way of fixing purlins?
Although there are a few examples of this joint in the Oxford area, it did not catch on
– the inherent weakness of the joint is obvious from the diagram.

Figure 4. Butt-purlin
pretending to be a clasped
purlin (BoE Buckinghamshire)

We shall probably never know whether any of this is true, but while the world of the
medieval master carpenter was one in which he worked intimately with the major
builders of the time – the king and senior prelates and officials – there needed to be a
means of trying out innovative methods, and perhaps some of the vernacular houses
of Abingdon are the result of John Branche’s experiments.
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Finally, as a footnote, one might ask why is there an angel roof at All Souls? Is it a
coincidence that the only other angel roof nearby is in the south chapel of the church
of St Mary at Ewelme, rebuilt by William de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, ca.1437 – the
very period when Chichele was drawing up plans for All Souls? Could de la Pole have
brought Tyllok to Oxfordshire from Suffolk to work at Ewelme from where he was
‘poached’ to work on the angels at All Souls?
David Clark

In praise of Ballenberg
Ballenberg is the Swiss national open-air museum. Think the Weald and Downland
open air museum in Sussex writ large - very large. The former extends over 40 acres,
with some 40 relocated and restored buildings. Ballenberg has over 160 acres, with
over 100 buildings, gathered from all over Switzerland, grouped by region. With
wood so plentiful, most, but not all, are timber framed. Despite its size, it is quite
young, opening with 16 buildings in 1978, but the idea had been considered by the
national government since the early 1960’s and has enjoyed consistently strong
political support ever since. Whenever decay, redevelopment or new motorways
threaten historic buildings, the Ballenberg team swings into action.
The result is Swiss chocolate box with a vengeance - but no less interesting for that.
There are town as well as country houses, small scale industrial as well as farm
buildings. the oldest is 1336; the majority are after the 1550’s.

Craftsman’s house, Berne region. 1779

Farmhouse with shop, Berne region. 1797

Heating arrangements often feature massive masonry stoves, and several cooking
ranges combining short chimneys (presumably to improve the draught) emptying into
smoke hoods (perhaps to enable meat curing) within living areas. Many are log cabin
construction, but box frames are equally common, usually with far fewer pegged
joints than we would expect.
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Pegs or nails? Don’t bother. Vintner’s house, Zurich
region. c. 1780

Each house is superbly labelled, succinctly and in four languages!

Labels (All Ballenberg photos R Farrant)

Ballenberg is almost bang in the middle of Switzerland, near Brienz. Open every day
from April to the end of October.
Richard Farrant
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Scotches: What were they for?
Ken Hume questions the comment made in OBR 61 (page 6) that the scotches in the
lower elements of the arcade posts at Church Farm Barn in Great Haseley may have
been for additional supporting timbers as the posts were levered into place, in the
knowledge that the scarf joints were a structural weak point until the timbers were
vertical and in compression.
He makes reference to an article in Mortice and Tenon (issue no 5 of Spring 1997) by
Steve Turner, supported by Paul Price - both experienced timber-frame carpenters of
some renown - arguing that scotches are generally associated with repairs,
underpinning, or alterations of some kind after the original build. Steve Turner
describes a scotch as “…a location for placing a temporary shoring timber to support
an already existing structure whilst work is carried out underneath.” Paul Price says
“Look around an old frame and if you come across a scotch you can almost always
find the associated repair. Indeed you might see a scotch and look down to see that it
has had its foot replaced, and then predict the need for another scotch on the other
side of the post to carry out the repair. Look around the post and you will probably
find it.”
Ken agrees, and thinks that scotches were primarily used to provide temporary
support when repairing frames. The Church Farm scotches most likely held shoring
timbers while a new arcade post bottoms were inserted.

Church Farm arcade post replacement
post bottom (K Hume)
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Church Farm arcade post; the
reason for the scotches (K Hume)

He also advises that the recent hand raising of the frames for a new cruck barn at the
Harcout Arboretum at Newnham Courtenay did not employ scotches. See :- http://
oxfordshirewoodlandgroup.co.uk/forum/?mingleforumaction=viewtopic&t=128 for photos
of this cruck raising.
If you see a Scotch mark but cannot identify an associated repair, let him know, and
knowing him, he will find it!
Ken Hume and Richard Farrant
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How many trees to build a house?
Following the article in Oxon Recorder 62 “Remembering Oliver Rackham”
Malcolm Airs comments “Oliver Rackham’s pioneering article on the amount of
timber employed in building a hall house really captured my enthusiasm 40 years ago!
It was originally published in Volume 3 of Vernacular Architecture (1972) and is still
worth close study.” If you are a member of the Vernacular Architecture Group you
can read the article online. If not, it’s time to join.
David Clark draws your attention to Dan Miles’ work at his own house, Park Farm at
Mapledurham and published in ‘The Medieval Peasant House in Middle England (pp
80-81. Here, 111 trees were used, of different sizes for different parts of the building.

Annual General Meeting
As usual, the AGM on 16th May combined business and pleasure: the draft minutes
follow.

Hard grind after the AGM (D Clark)
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OXFORDSHIRE BUILDINGS RECORD
FIFTEENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Minutes of the fifteenth Annual General Meeting of the Oxfordshire Buildings Record held on
Saturday 16 May 2015 in the parish hall, Bloxham, at 11.30 am.
The Chairman, Paul Clark was in the chair. 28 members were present.
1. Apologies for absence had been received from Louise Armstrong, Jessica Brod, Judith Curthoys,
Keri Dearmer, Richard Farrant, Mary Finch, Ruth Gibson, Paul Jacques, Rachel Jacques, Mary
Lale, Michael Saunders, Ann Spokes Symons, Russell Weston
2. Minutes of the fourteenth AGM on 10 May 2014.
Adoption was proposed by H Horner, seconded by D Hughes, and they were subsequently signed
by the Chairman.
3. Matters arising. There were no matters arising from the minutes.
4. Treasurer's Report and Accounts for the year 2014
The Secretary apologised for the fact that only copies of draft unaudited accounts were available,
but contained errors. The meeting was invited to note the position. He said that it was hoped to
circulate the audited accounts with the AGM minutes in a future newsletter, formal approval being
deferred to the 2016 AGM.
5. Secretary's Report
The Secretary reported that recording work in 2014 had continued in support of two major projects.
The South Oxfordshire Project, based on Ewelme Hundred and involving landscape archaeology,
geophysics, building recording and historical research, and the Historic England funded Chipping
Norton project on Early Fabric in Historic Towns. The building work for the SOP was
professionally supervised by Sally Stradling with support from OBR and was reported on at the
Presentation Day last November in Great Haseley, as were some of the emerging results from
Chipping Norton, where Victoria Hubbard was in the lead, supported by a strong OBR team.
A number of group recording days were held during the year throughout the county. The Lockinge
estate yard at Ardington (in the Vale) was a group of recently abandoned industrial buildings built in
the 1880s which provided a fascinating change for those normally obsessed with timber roof
structures. Other buildings studied during 2014 were Appleton Manor (1190s), two cottages on the
Hill in Burford being reunited after years of separate ownership, Ivy House, Adderbury and Crown
House, Great Haseley. 18th and 19th century farm buildings were studied at Bury Knowle in Oxford
and at Manor Farm, Marcham. These days continue to attract a good cross-section of members, and
are the main way in which we try to develop members’ recording skills.
As ever, individual OBR members had also been active on their own initiative in recording
interesting local features and buildings at risk, some prior to planning approval for major
alterations. Some members also work professionally on recording projects.

22

© Oxfordshire Buildings Record 2015

The Oxon Recorder

Issue 63

Summer 2015

As for events, members enjoyed an excellent outing to Checkendon masterminded by Tim
Corbishley.
Malcolm Airs was the OBR lecturer, speaking about the failed scheme for a new Pitt-Rivers
museum building which would have transformed the North Oxford built environment. His study of
the documentation had revealed new insights into the debate over the scheme, which was eventually
abandoned.
6. Membership Secretary’s Report
Paul reported that membership stood at 219, including five corporate members, slightly below last
year’s figure, but still on a rising trend. There were 50 unpaid subscriptions.
7. Website
Barbara reported that the OBR website had image galleries, a large list of links to other sites, and
past newsletters. The future appeared to be moving to mobile and social media and we were
improving our Facebook and Twitter presence. In response to a member, she said she would
investigate how to allow posting of images on Facebook.
8. Newsletter Editor’s Report
As Heather had retired during the year, the Chairman thanked her for her years of sterling work on
the newsletter. The change to electronic publication was taken after much debate, and seemed to
have been welcomed by most of the membership. The full colour was appreciated. He thanked
Richard Farrant who had taken over during the year. Members were invited to continue to send in
contributions.
9. Election of Officers and Committee for 2015/16
Nominations had been received for the posts of Chairman (Paul Clark), Secretary (David Clark) and
Treasurer (Tim Peacock). There being no further nominations, Jean Bailey proposed and D Fielding
seconded a motion that they all be elected. There being no objections, the Chairman declared them
duly elected.
Offering themselves for election to the committee were:
Barbara Creed (webmaster),
Richard Farrant (Newsletter Editor),
Heather Horner
David Hughes,
Simon Townley,
Martin Whitworth (Excursions).
Jean Bailey proposed and John Steane seconded a motion that they be elected en bloc, and this was
passed nem con.
John Steane has been a co-opted member and the Chairman hoped he would continue to act in this
role
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The Chairman thanked retiring committee members Vic Allison, Keri Dearmer and Donna Thynne
for their work and support.
10. Election of Auditor
Brian Tonkin was proposed by Donna Thynne and seconded by Heather Horner. There being no
other nomination, he was declared duly elected.
11. Any other business.
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 12.00 noon.

The Oxon Recorder is the newsletter of Oxfordshire Buildings Record and is
published four times a year. OBR aims to advance education and promote
research on the buildings of Oxfordshire by encouraging the recording of
buildings and to create and manage a publicly accessible repository of
records relating to such buildings. The Oxon Recorder is also available on
our website: www.obr.org.uk
Contact details
Newsletter entries should be sent to Richard Farrant (newsletter@obr.org.uk)
Copy dates are 1 March, 1 June, 1 September and 1 December.
Membership – Paul Clark (membership@obr.org.uk)
General – David Clark (secretary@obr.org.uk)
Webmaster – Barbara Creed (admin@obr.org.uk)
Website: www.obr.org.uk

24

© Oxfordshire Buildings Record 2015

The Oxon Recorder

Issue 63

Summer 2015

Forthcoming Events
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Friday 19 June. The British Oak (The past, present and future for this iconic tree).
See www.wealdown.co.uk for details

MCS Arts Festival
Saturday 27 June. Medieval day at Oxford Castle. Programme includes:
Oxford Castle, Osney Abbey and the Magna Carta – A lecture by Professor Richard

Sharpe.
Great Charters: Freedom and Responsibility in Poetry and Beyond - A creative
workshop exploring ideas of citizenship in the Magna Carta.
The Preservation of Ancient Buildings - A talk in association with the Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings.
Medieval House to Energy Efficient House - A talk by Roger Hunt, the awardwinning heritage writer.
See www.artsfestivaloxford.org/whats-on for details and how to book

University of Oxford, in association with Vernacular Architecture Group
Friday 25 to Sunday 27 September. Vernacular Revivals. See www.conted.ox.ac.uk
or www.vag.org.uk

Oxford Building Record annual lecture
Tuesday 27 October at Rewley House. Peter Brears “Back yard to dining room;
service rooms of the country house”. More details to come.

Note on OBR excursions.
There are no OBR arranged excursions this summer, but members are encouraged to
join the OAHS (Oxford Architectural and Historical Society), who still have some
places on some of their summer excursions (20 June, a walking tour in West
Wycombe; 18 July, Bosham and Fishbourne; 8 August, a walking tour in Jericho; 19
September, Harrington & Forge. See oahs.org.uk for more detail on these and about
membership.
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