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WALLINGFORD     SPRINGVIEW survey by Vic Allison May 2011 

 

 

  

 Simplified geological map 

of Oxfordshire 

 

                                                   Lias : ironstone 

           Inferior Oolite : limestone, sandstone 

 

 

 

 

                                Greater Oolite : limestone 

                                                          Oxford Clay 

                                                           RIVER THAMES 

          Corallian : limestone  

                Kimmeridge Clay             

    Gault Clay & Greensand 

                                     Chalk 

           

 

 

 

Wallingford marks an important, early, crossing of the Thames, but the town only achieved significance in the 

9th century when it became a Royal Burgh under Alfred the Great. It became the Saxon county town of 

Berkshire and was an important centre for trade and manufacture, and even had a mint. Following the 

conquest by William the Conqueror its importance was further enhanced when a castle was established on 

the northern edge of the town. The construction of a bridge at Abingdon in 1416 began a decline in the 

fortunes of the town and it gradually lost its status and importance, but there is ample evidence of the rich 

and varied history of this interesting town to be uncovered in the streets and buildings. 

o  Banbury 

o  Burford 

o  Oxford 

o  Farringdon 

o  Abingdon 

o  Wallingford 

o  Thame 

Henley  o 

o   Chipping Norton 

o   Woodstock 
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Completed OBR reports for this location are shown above and can be viewed in the Reports section 
of the website 
 

 

 

There are no completed reports for this location but OBR members are invited to propose suitable subjects 

The map extract below is from the Ordnance Survey 1st edition series of maps which were surveyed between 

1872 and 1881. It shows the settlement at a moment in time prior to the developments of the late 19th and 

20th century but with the changes brought about by the Enclosure Acts, the turnpikes, and, in some cases, the 

canals and railways. Any annotation is by Oxfordshire County Council after it was formed in 1889 to show 

‘main roads’ and Highways Districts; the scale is approximately 1:10,560.                                                                                                            

The extract is reproduced with the permission of Oxfordshire Studies. 
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WALLINGFORD    the Town Hall of 1670 and St Mary’s Church rebuilt in 1653 

 

 

 

 



 
  
  
  
  
 O

X
F

O
R

D
S

H
IR

E
 B

U
IL

D
IN

G
S

 R
E

C
O

R
D

  
  
S

P
R

IN
G

V
IE

W
 2

0
1
0
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 C

O
N

T
E

X
T

 

upper the bridge marks the point where the public areas of the town meet the Thames  

lower the former castle site adjoins the northern edge of the town and the river creating a bucolic setting 
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upper crossing the Thames leads directly to the High Street with former coaching inns 

middle the High Street becomes more lively as it approaches the market place 

lower pedestrianised part of St Mary’s Street leading to the market place 
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upper rich detailing in St Mary’s Street   upper established traditions continue 

lower flint and stone on St Mary’s Church  lower typical brickwork colour-mix 

 

 

  

  

 


