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Spelsbury is a tiny hamlet straddling the road between Chipping Norton and Charlbury. The few houses are
not insubstantial with several built close to the road, which twists and turns through the village; other smaller
cottages sit in large plots that bleed away into the surrounding countryside. There is evidence of earlier
functions such as a bread oven at a former bakery, and several cottages have been converted from barns and
stables. The school closed in 1958 but the distinctive bell turret and clock remain. Four almshouses were built
around 1688-9 by the land agent of the Ditchley Estate. The church of All Saints was substantially re-
modelled in the 18" century but there is evidence of an earlier Norman structure in the tower, which used to

be surmounted by a spire.




The map extract below is from the Ordnance Survey 1st edition series of maps which were surveyed between
1872 and 1881. It shows the settlement at a moment in time prior to the developments of the late 19" and
20" century but with the changes brought about by the Enclosure Acts, the turnpikes, and, in some cases, the
canals and railways. Any annotation is by Oxfordshire County Council after it was formed in 1889 to show
‘main roads’ and Highways Districts; the scale is approximately 1:10,560.

The extract is reproduced with the permission of Oxfordshire Studies.

There are no completed reports for this location but OBR members are invited to propose suitable subjects




SPELSBURY this enormous fountain, to the memory of a local dignitary, greets travellers
approaching from Charlbury and is almost as big as some of the cottages
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the church of All Saints, like many of the other village buildings, is immediately adjacent to the
encircling countryside

Coldron Mill sits to the south-west of the church and collects the flows from many streams heading
towards the Evenlode river
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upper the road from Charlbury winds into the village between the houses...
middle and continues on past the almshouses towards Chipping Norton

lower beyond the road large cottage gardens blend with the encircling countryside
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upper one of several thatched cottages upper aformer bakehouse

lower the former school lower there were probably many privies



