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SOUTH LEIGH   SPRINGVIEW survey by Heather Horner, Malcolm Osmundson, David Brown                

                                                                                                                          February 2010    
 

 

  

 Simplified geological map 

of Oxfordshire 

 

                                                   Lias : ironstone 

           Inferior Oolite : limestone, sandstone 

 

 

 

 

                                Greater Oolite : limestone 

                                                          Oxford Clay 

                                                           RIVER THAMES 

          Corallian : limestone  

                Kimmeridge Clay             

    Gault Clay & Greensand 

                                     Chalk 

           

 

 

 

South Leigh is an extended village on the gentle slopes well to the north of the River Windrush. Buildings are 

grouped in small clusters on one side or the other of the road that links it to Witney and Eynsham, creating 

large gaps where the countryside flows through. The church, St. James the Great, is located on the north 

edge of the village and is famous for its medieval wall paintings featuring  the weighing of souls and a 

spectacular Doom over the chancel arch. Several ‘high farming’ farmyards and farmhouses were built on the 

edge of the village in the 1870s by some Oxford colleges. In the 19th century most of the parish was owned by 

the Sibthorpes and in the 1870s they built 12 pairs of pattern-book cottages for their farm labourers. 

o  Banbury 

o  Burford 

o  Oxford 
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o  Abingdon 
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Completed OBR reports for this location are shown above and can be viewed in the Reports section 
of the website 
 

 

 

There are no completed reports for this location but OBR members are invited to propose suitable subjects 

The map extract below is from the Ordnance Survey 1st edition series of maps which were surveyed between 

1872 and 1881. It shows the settlement at a moment in time prior to the developments of the late 19th and 

20th century but with the changes brought about by the Enclosure Acts, the turnpikes, and, in some cases, the 

canals and railways: it has been annotated by Oxfordshire County Council after it was formed in 1889 to show 

‘main roads’ and Highways Authorities boundaries; the scale is approximately 1:10,560.                                      

The extract is reproduced with the permission of Oxfordshire Studies. 
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SOUTH LEIGH   St James the Great at Church End 
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upper looking north to Church End on higher ground from  south of Station Road 

lower a group of Station Road dwellings with an open prospect across the road 
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upper St James the Great 

middle rare surviving pentice at Church Farm formerly led to a detached kitchen 

lower Brown’s Hill and Kitty Kimble’s on Chapel Road 
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upper Acre Cottage originally had open fire  upper College Farmhouse by Brasenose College 

lower Old Post Office (former Sibthorpe cottage) lower White Cottage from Moor Lane  showing      
                                                                                                       typical access roads 

 

 

  

  

 


