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OXFORD ‘GOWN’   SPRINGVIEW survey by David Clark April 2010 

 

 

  

 Simplified geological map 

of Oxfordshire 

 

                                                   Lias : ironstone 

           Inferior Oolite : limestone, sandstone 

 

 

 

 

                                Greater Oolite : limestone 

                                                          Oxford Clay 

                                                           RIVER THAMES 

          Corallian : limestone  

                Kimmeridge Clay             

    Gault Clay & Greensand 

                                     Chalk 

           

 

 

 

Oxford is best known for the University and the battles between ‘Town’ and ‘Gown’ were undoubtedly 

provoked by the privileges granted to the University from the 13th century by successive monarchs. These are 

now part of the complex and hidden history of Oxford but the buildings of the University and the Colleges 

have created a rich, visible, legacy of architectural styles to be enjoyed by all. The accompanying images can 

only offer a small ‘taster’ for the buildings that make up the major part of the City centre. 

o  Banbury 

o  Burford 

o  Oxford 

o  Farringdon 

o  Abingdon 

o  Wallingford 

o  Thame 

Henley  o 

o   Chipping Norton 

o   Woodstock 
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Completed OBR reports for this location are shown above and can be viewed in the Reports section 
of the website 
 

 

 

There are no completed reports for this location but OBR members are invited to propose suitable subjects 

The map extract below is from the Ordnance Survey 1st edition series of maps which were surveyed between 

1872 and 1881. It shows the settlement at a moment in time prior to the developments of the late 19th and 

20th century but with the changes brought about by the Enclosure Acts, the turnpikes, and, in some cases, the 

canals and railways: it has been annotated by Oxfordshire County Council after it was formed in 1889 to show 

‘main roads’ and Highways Authorities boundaries; the scale is approximately 1:10,560.                                      

The extract is reproduced with the permission of Oxfordshire Studies. 
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OXFORD ‘GOWN’   the Radcliffe Camera symbolises the mid-18th century renaissance of 

Oxford University and sits at the heart of the university in Radcliffe Square between the Bodleian 
Library and the University church of St Mary the Virgin 
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upper St John’s College on St Giles with the ubiquitous bicycles 

lower the Clarendon Building  of 1713 (left) and the earlier Sheldonian Theatre of 1669 (right), in Broad 
Street, both provided the earliest sites for the University Press 
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upper the Gothic style evidenced in the Front Quad at St John’s College 

middle the Canterbury Quad at St John’s College shows the Renaissance style 

lower the row of 15th century houses that was the home of Gloucester College, now Worcester College 
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upper stone carving at St John’s College  upper an ‘open invitation’ from Balliol College 

lower doorway to Kettell Hall, house of 1620, part lower monastic shield at Worcester College             
of Trinity Hall                      

 

 

  

  

 


