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The Oxon Recorder is the newsletter of Oxfordshire Buildings Record and is published four
times a year. OBR aims to advance education and promote research on the buildings of
Oxfordshire by encouraging the recording of buildings and to create and manage a publicly
accessible repository of records relating to such buildings. The Oxon Recorder is also
available in the members’ section of our website: www.obr.org.uk
Next copy date for contributions is 1 March Please send any contributions or comments to
Richard Farrant at newsletter@obr.org.uk
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OBR News
• The Committee has approved in principle a scheme for OBR bursaries to provide

financial aid to persons wishing to attend relevant courses or conferences. Details still
have to be worked out, and the terms of the scheme will be circulated when finalised.
• The Committee would like to trial the use of drones to record the interior features of
high structures such as barns. The aim is to see whether the technology can produce
images of the structure and materials comparable to those using ladders or scaffolding.
Such images can be helpful in interpreting and dating a building. If anyone has
experience of drones that could be helpful, please contact the Secretary
(secretary@obr.org.uk).

From the Cotswolds to the Chilterns: the
Historic Landscapes of Oxfordshire
A joint conference hosted by the Society of Landscape Studies, Oxfordshire Architecture
and Historical Society and Oxfordshire Local History Association was held on the 21st
October at St Anne’s College. Speakers came from varied backgrounds including
archaeologists, historians, specialists in vernacular architecture and the built landscape, and
landscape archaeologists. All gave a broad variety to the presentations beginning with the
Anglo Saxon environment and ending with a view of twentieth-century Oxford.
Anglo Saxon historic landscapes were introduced by Dr Helen Hamerow, who exemplified
Anglo Saxon and Romano settlement patterns with finds from the Upper Thames Valley.
These also showed how Anglo Saxon communities developed within the late Romano
British environment. She also touched on how historians sometimes forget the importance
of spiritual and supernatural landscape features.
Stephen Mileson followed with a paper from the South Oxfordshire Project about
Perceptions of landscape, settlement and society, c.500-1650.
The South
Oxfordshire Project is a study of Ewelme Hundred, some 10,000 hectares. He began by
looking at a village in the Pyrenees, much documented in the Inquisition, which recorded
the interaction of people living in the village. This highlighted public and private zones and
how houses that faced the street created more social interaction and became an important
feature of the neighbourly communication.
In England he described the significance of names of people and things i.e field and place
names, which are a strong indicator of the settlement and development of communities.
Initially field names were coined by peasants with a topographical bias, such as Short Peas
Land, Short Straight, Heavy Furlong. Later as land use and ownership changed field names
became more commercial, such as 5 acre field.
Simon Townley and Simon Draper, both of the Victoria County History, in contrast talked
us through the significance of a forest environment, the Wychwood forest. At its centre,
Shipton-under-Wychwood was once the centre of a large Anglo Saxon estate, the third
largest in Oxfordshire. It was a large multi township parish supporting at least 6 villages,
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with royal hunting connections. They explained that the forest was a highly organised
landscape where trees and land were managed as coppice, open grazing pasture and as
stands of tall timber, which resulted in a variety of produce including charcoal production,
fencing and cattle grazing. Parts of the forest in Cornbury and Woodstock were reserved for
the King’s deer and Woodstock become a royal centre.
David Clark gave an overview of the Oxfordshire built environment and how topography
and geological features connected a settlement to its environment, and how these local
conditions such as water supply and mix of land types affected settlement patterns. Local
geology also influenced building materials - Oxfordshire has a wide range: stone, earth,
timber, chalk, flint and brick, stone slates and long straw thatch, and also has some of the
earliest cruck buildings in England (Mill Farm Cottage in Mapledurham).
Heather Horner showed us how features in the landscape dictated land use, and how to spot
such things. She gave examples of stands of Scots Pines marking drove route stopping
places and large boulder sarsen stones used to mark ancient route ways. She also illustrated
ways of interpreting farm buildings, showing how they were used, what for and how their
use changed according to commercial and technical developments. She used probate
records to exemplify the value of crops and produce. Honey was a costly product in the 17th
century being the only method of food sweetener before sugar became more available. To
illustrate this further Heather ended by showing us her own self-made bee skep (a traditional
form of hive).
Stephan Mass then introduced us to the extraordinary garden features of four Oxfordshire
gardens. These gardens were created during the 17th century as a result of burgeoning
scientific advances, and featured special effects such as transparent mists and fountains.
Trevor Rowley closed the conference talking about twentieth century Oxford landscapes,
concentrating on the entrepreneur Lord Nuffield and the development of East Oxford, and
the creation of the green belt that began in Oxford in 1958.
I found the conference informative and enjoyable. A follow up conference, in the field, is to
be organised by the Society of Landscape Studies in the spring, date to be confirmed.
Please see the Society’s website http://www.landscapestudies.com/
T h e jour n al La ndsc a pe History is available free on line at: http://
www.landscapestudies.com/index_files/Volumes.htm

Donna Thynne

Presentation Day in Appleton; 18 November
2017
1.

The village walkabout

We started as usual in the rain and November cold, charitably softening to a light
dampening as we progressed. Our group of around 50 people, led by local geological and
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historical enthusiasts Trevor Rowley, Mike Greig and Philip Powell, created few waves as we
walked and stared; the villagers sensibly kept inside.
We learned that Appleton once featured two and possibly three manors, but only the present
Manor survives. Abingdon Abbey held it until the Abbey was sacked by the Danes in 871.
The Domesday Book records Appleton as under royal control (and as having the most
valuable fishery in Berkshire), following which it was given to Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, and
subsequently passed as grantors or tenants through a number of families.
Appleton stands on Corallian limestone (as the name suggests formed from sub sea layers of
coral in the Jurassic period) and much of the stone of its houses was quarried locally.
Appleton Manor may have been sited where it was because it was built on “dogger”
concretions of harder agglomerates, which in one part still provide its main foundations.
Passing Long Close, a ridge and furrowed field close to the site of Tinteynes Manor, none of
which recognisably survives as a manor house, we approached Appleton Manor from the
back. Most of the old exterior was demolished in an extensive make-over in the 1920’s by
Detmar Jellings Blow, an arts & craft architect, but it remains an attractive building in a
lovely moated garden setting. The 1839 enclosure map indicates it was almost completely
moated, and about half still survives. We had no access to the interior, which retains more
medieval features than outside, including a portal from the 1190’s described by Pevsner as
“worthy of any great church”. However, the porch gable, probably built in 1605, provided a
taster of what lay inside.

Appleton Manor; east facade; the DJ Blow makeover and moat
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Appleton Manor; 1605
gable

The Manor and St.
Lawrence Church
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St. Lawrence church lies close to the Manor. Its oldest feature is an arcade to its nave dating
from around 1200, with deeply moulded bases and capitals. This suggests the original
church was built at much the same time as the Manor. The nave roof is said to be 15th
century, but some consider the paired rafters construction more likely to be later.

Church arcade capitals

Church nave roof
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The church contained two notable memorials, one to John Fettiplace dated 1593, and the
other a brass for John Goodrington of 1518, who one suspects would not have appreciated
how he is depicted.
John
Goodrington
brass

John Fettiplace memorial

From the church, we progressed past the village pond, and former premises of Whites of
Appleton, one of the very few remaining bell hanging and tuning businesses left in the
country, to 22 Badswell Lane. This cottage has a pargetted front - unusual outside East
Anglia - with a date mark of 1690.
A recent OBR survey has left major questions unresolved, notably whether it was originally
two cottages which were subsequently converted to one, or vice versa with a subsequent
restoration to one cottage. Were the pargetting and date mark original features, or added
subsequently? As one expects from any self-respecting gathering of OBR members, the
possible options tended to increase rather than reduce as discussion continued! There was
consensus that at one time it was likely to have been two cottages each with its own front
door, the evidence being the overlarge porch and two gable end chimney stacks. But were
gable end chimneys usual features as early as 1690 in this area? Heather Horner reported
more fully on the survey in the afternoon, but you will have to wait for the OBR report to
discover how the experts decide.
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22 Badswell Lane

The last treat on the menu was South Lawn barn on the Netherton Road, possibly attached
to the third Manor in Appleton, of which nothing remains. The barn has three distinct
parts, and the question was how did they relate to each other.
David Clark reported the recording team’s tentative conclusions in his article
“Barnstorming” in OR71. The barn started as the present four northern bays – which were
probably built ca.1700. There was also at this time a building to the south, probably timberframed, but with a stone gable to the road. The next phases included:
a. building a new stone porch to the west (ca.1800)
b. Adding – or replacing – a bay to the south
c. rebuilding the southern building in stone
d. covering over the gap between the two structures and installing doors to east and west
It seems that most of these alterations had been completed by 1828.
Later phases were increasing the heights of the east and west doorways, blocking the
carriageway (d above), conversion of the southern building to a garage, and then the
modern addition of toilets and other facilities to enable the building to be used for storage
and occasional events.
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It was 1pm and no one was willing to argue, overwhelmed by the temptations of a warm
village hall and sandwich lunch from Anne’s Munchies.

South Lawn barn

South Lawn barn:
northern bays

2.

The presentations

Geology of the Appleton area

Mike Greig amplified on his morning briefing on the local geology. Layers of strata are
tilted and exposed in stripes across Oxfordshire: the youngest - chalk - in the south and
oldest - lias - in the north.
A succession of slides homed in on Appleton, culminating in one showing local quarries,
and specific features in them.
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He also showed the doggers underlying a part of Appleton Manor.
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Historical background to Appleton.

Trevor Rowley expanded on his morning walkabout briefing. Abingdon Abbey’s sacking
and loss of property to the Danes in 891 was subsequently largely recovered in the crescent
to the north and west of Abingdon bordered by the Thames, but Appleton was never
recovered, although at times the Abbey may have obtained some income from Appleton
manors. The village is polyfocal - multi centred - with the key road junctions and Greens
separated from its Manors and the church. These key features developed at different times.
He ran through the more significant family owners or tenants of Appleton Manor, notably
the Fettiplaces and Southbys who rented or owned it for long periods, and Katherine
Timpson, the American heiress who recruited Detmar Blow to renovate the property in the
1920’s.
Appleton Manor - the untold story

David Clark previewed his forthcoming article on Appleton Manor and its renovation by
Detmar Blow. An aerial photograph indicates that almost all of the exterior of the Manor
was reconfigured in the 1920’s, with the roofline dramatically altered.
Blow’s plans went through several iterations before reaching the exterior we now see:
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Appleton Manor; north elevation now
We caught a glimpse through a photograph of the interior portal and service entrances which so
impressed Pevsner.

12c. interior portal and service
entrances
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Appleton House and more on 22 Badswell Lane
Heather Horner reported on her initial survey of Appleton House, the former rectory in the village.
Successive stages of building seem to have occured in the 16th, 17th and 18th century, much of
it using local rubble stone, but with fine brickwork used for the late 18th century school or music
room extension. The roof has through purlins, windbraces and raking queen struts, and there is a
fine oak staircase which she thought, like the main door hood, was early 18th century.
Heather reported more fully on the survey of 22 Badswell Lane, the exterior of which we had
viewed on the morning walk (see earlier for photograph of front elevation). The inside features
two staircases, further supporting the idea that at one time it was two cottages, both of which are
built in pine with very similar construction, suggesting they were built at the same time. There are
no roof trusses, all the rafters are common, supporting a full length ridge purlin. There is the
remains of a central partition. The back of the house has a full length extension with catslide roof.

22 Badswell Lane;
catslide roof at rear

22 Badswell Lane;
first floor plan
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Heather postulated two possible phasing sequences:

Two other Appleton houses
David Clark noted inspections of two other houses in Appleton. Tudor Cottage, on the outskirts of
the village, was a one roomed (now enlarged) timber framed wattle and daub early 17th century
peasant’s cottage. Probably originally single storey, it now has a floor inserted. South Lawn is the
remains of a 4 bay house, but still features a 4 centred arch fireplace with moulded surround
which is likely to be 16 or 17th century. Could this be the vestiges of the third manor house in
Appleton originally called Quarrelstone?
Corner House, Cote, near Bampton
Donna Thynne reported on the survey of Corner House in Cote. Cote stretches along a gravel
bank, surrounded by Cherwell flood plain. Corner House is 4 bay, built in rubble stone, with
mainly stone mullioned windows, and a date stone of 1821. It has two chimney stacks, one in a
gable end and the other placed centrally, servicing a large fireplace with unusual painted reveals.
The roof has trenched purlins in part, a variety of diﬀerent truss types and the remains of a central
partition.

Corner House, Cote: west and east elevations
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The survey team’s current thinking is that originally the house had two bays, one of which was an
open hall with opposing exterior doors. A central chimney stack was then inserted between the
opposing doors, and a first floor inserted over the hall, with a winding staircase to access the
upper floors. The other two bays were added in phase 3, which with repartitioning internally
created three rooms on the ground floor. Further modifications to partitions and insertion of a
second straight staircase, and insertion of stone mullion windows previously used elsewhere,
together with closure of one of the entrance doorways constitutes the last phase.
Wonky windows
To lighten the proceedings, Chris Howlett introduced a quiz as cover for his cri de coeur as to the
purpose of the deliberate insertion into windows of wonky glazing lights. It is clear that the
glazing bars were made to be distorted and there is no evidence that it has been caused by
subsequent subsidence. He asked members to tell him of other examples.

Shop window in Wells

Construction detail

Chris hypothesises that it may have been to increase the allure of shop window displays,
particularly at night when lit with candles. He illustrated this with the most extreme example of
distortion he has found, in Blewbury:

Blewbury wonky
window by candlelight
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Interspersed between pictures of examples of wonky windows were quiz questions. See how you
do! Answers appear after the ‘Forthcoming events’ section below.

1. What county gave its name to this latch?

2. What is the business end of a threshing
flail called?

3. What is the name of this pointing?

4. What sort of facing is on the front?
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5. What city gave its name to this?
6. What is the diagonal beam
supporting the jetty end called?

7. What is this flint setting called?

8. What sort of window is this?

9. What is the curved tool called
and used for?
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11. What is the handle of this grindstone
trimming tool called?
10. What is the projecting brick
course on the chimney called?

12. What are these tools used for?

Raising a cruck

Ken Hume described the raising of the trusses of a new 2 bay 10 metre by 5 metre cruck
barn, the latest stage in a Oxfordshire Woodland Group project supported by the Postcodes
Local Trust which makes grants to outdoor community projects. He offered to show
members progress so far on site, before the frame is closed in. See the press release at the
end of this issue for details if you wish to see it.
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Hardwick house, Banbury

Paul Clark reported that the 10 recorders of Hardwick House, after several visits and helped
by dendro dating, had finally reached consensus on the phasing of its construction.

The documentary evidence is confusing. Around 1540 John Leyland refers to an old manor
place owned by Mr. Cope. William Cope of Hanwell Castle is recorded as having enclosed
Hardwick and created a farm around 1496. Local historian Alfred Beesley suggested in
1841 there was an earlier house north of the present one.
The big question is whether it is a 16th century original building or was that itself a rebuild
of an earlier one, situated north of the present one as suggested by Beesley. The 1882
Ordnance Survey map suggests the house was dislocated from a moat or ornamental garden
to its south. Many architectural features have gothic form, but most are clearly of later date.
The answer lies - as so often - in the roofs.
Phase 1 of the building is as far back as the 1350’s, when the southern part of the east range
was constructed, including a stair turret, the plan of which is still evident today. In the mid
15th century the west range was rebuilt as an open hall, with a chimney stack inserted later
that century, with the west range re-roofed around that time. In the 16th century the
original east range roof was reworked, with a chimney stack inserted. So the conclusion is
that the present house is a rebuild of an earlier one.
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Update on the Chipping Norton Project

Paul Clark reported that, although the book of the project (‘The making of Chipping
Norton” by Jan Cliffe and Adrienne Rosen) is already published, the project is not yet
finished. 71 houses, identified from 376 external reviews, have been surveyed, and 55
building records are well in hand. They have benefitted from documentary records, burgage
plot analysis and 9 dendro surveys. An article for Vernacular Architecture is being prepared.
Focus is now shifting to the castle site, and the nature of its
links with the town, given its remoteness from the town
market place. OBR has donated £200 to kickstart a
geophysic survey to identify the castle’s ground plan and
entrances. The survey itself will involve magnetometry,
funded by the Oxford Architectural History Society, and if
successful could lead to a resistivity survey if further
funding can be found.

Other recording activity in 2017.

David Clark noted that Martin Bridge’s research into the possibility of dendro dating of
elm timbers had concluded in the negative. He had tried to date two barns in Chalgrove
but the results were unclear, seemed inconsistent with other dating evidence and thus
unreliable.
A recording day had recently been held at the Gothic House in Drayton, near
Abingdon. There was fragmentary evidence of a medieval framed hall, rebuilt in the 17th
century as a lobby entry house, with an additional bay added in the 18th century. A gothick
makeoever and new roof in the early 19th century, two added wings to the south and recladding in brick followed later in that century.

Gothic House, Drayton,
with wall painting by
Charles Robinson Sykes

22

© Oxfordshire Buildings Record 2017

The Oxon Recorder

Issue 72

Winter 2017

The Target, on Wolvercote Common, provides an interesting contrast to OBR’s
normal work. In the first world war Port Meadow and Wolvercote Common became an
airfield. Built between 1916 and 1918, the Target was a shelter for airfield staff supervising
target practice (with flour bombs only). It was built in situ with corrugated iron shuttering,
timber suttering at the doorway and with the roof poured in situ with iron pipes as
reinforcement. While uninteresting as a building, it has historical resonance of the
Meadow’s past history, which on the Cole map of 1721 had featured a racecourse,

Richard Farrant
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Book review: The Great Barn 1425-7 at
Harmondsworth, Middlesex by Edward Impey with
Daniel Miles and Richard Lea. Historic England, 2017, £20
‘Of all the buildings that inhabit the English landscape farm buildings are an endangered
species’. As OBR members will recall in their visit a year ago to the Great Barn at
Harmondsworth, this “cathedral like” (Betjeman’s phrase) building is acutely threatened by
the proposal to add a further terminal to Heathrow airport. Historic England, the
government’s main advisory body for the built heritage, has pulled out all the scientific stops
at their disposal in this present book to draw the public’s attention to the significance of the
endangered building.
Impey describes how William of Wykeham, Bishop of Winchester and a leading politician
of the reigns of Edward III and Richard II and thus one of the richest men in England, had
wished to provide for the training of clergy, numbers of whom had been sadly reduced by
endemic attacks of plague. He obtained the Pope’s permission to purchase manors
belonging to certain priories in Normandy, and with them endowed his joint foundations of
Winchester College, (a feeder school) and New College Oxford.
The manor of
Harmondsworth was perhaps the most valuable item in the school’s portfolio. It invested
heavily in infrastructure during the years after Wykeham’s death. The 12 bay barn was
built, a monumental piece of architecture as well as a useful agricultural essential. Impey
explains with ample reference to the detailed documentary records that its cost while
building was equal to a year’s income from the usufruct of the manorial estate.
I know of no better description of how the timber framing of a medieval barn was put
together including the mistakes made by the carpenters, how it was manned, used and paid
for. OBR members will enjoy the 24 stages shown in diagrammative form in the
construction of the barn.
Impey explodes the myth of linking such a structure with tithe barns. The Harmondsworth
barn provided storage space for the cereal and leguminous crops which were the product of
the demesne – i.e. the part of the manorial estate run directly by the lord. This method was
tending to die out in the 15th century to be replaced by well off farmers paying an agreed
annual rent. The book is particularly valuable in that explanations are given of the
processing of crops. Once in the barn threshing employed more arduous labour than the
harvest itself.
Finally the comparatively rural environs of the barn are highlighted. They are seen as an
essential backdrop to this important relic from England’s medieval past – a powerful
argument for the planners to take into consideration in their current proposals.

John Steane
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A sample of Impey’s construction diagrams
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Forthcoming Events
OAHS lectures; all at Rewley House at 5.30pm:
• 12 December. Malcolm Airs: ‘One of the most beautiful landscap:es in the
world’the Nuneham Courtenay Estate.
• 9 January. David Griffiths and Jane Harrison: Pilgrims and roundheads:
Excavations at Bartlemas Chape, Cowley.
• 23 January. John Blair: Roman and Early medieval Wychwood: New thoughts
and discoveries.
• 6 February. Ben Ford: Westgate: initial results from Oxford’s largest excavation.
• 20 February. John Hawkins: Old maps of OXford: another look at Agas, Loggan
and Whittlesey
See www.OAHS.org.uk for details
Oxford Civic Society: at Magdalen College Auditorium, Longwall Street
at 8pm:
• 24 January. Geoffrey Tyack: new and innovative Oxford buildings of the last 20
years.
• 8 February. Jayne Woodley: East Oxford: a Victorian and Edwardian ‘new town’.
See www.oxcivicsoc.org.uk/programme/ for details.
Wonky windows answers: 1: Norfolk. 2: Swipple. 3: Tuck. 4: Mathematical tiles. 5: Venice.
6: Dragon. 7: Tabloid flint. 8: Oriel. 9: Needle (thatching tool). 10. Sailing (or oversailing).
11. Thrift. 12. Trimming / measuring roof slates.

OBR Contact details
Membership – Paul Clark (membership@obr.org.uk)
General – David Clark (secretary@obr.org.uk)

Newsletter - Richard Farrant (newsletter @obr.org.uk)
Webmaster – Tim Peacock (admin@obr.org.uk)
Website: www.obr.org.uk
Postscript
Historic landscape conference
participants demonstrate their
sensitivity to landscape conservation
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Oxfordshire Woodland Group press release mentioned in Ken Hume’s presentation

The Oxfordshire Woodland Group community cruck barn was raised on a lovely autumn day in
November 2017 in a woodland in South Oxfordshire. Work started at first light and by sundown the
2 bay cruck frame was standing proud in the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
For the first time in about 500 years this typical Oxfordshire and Olde Berkshire styled cruck frame
was raised by a team of 6 men assisted by a Land Rover and a Jack Russell dog. No cranes were
used.
This is only the second type”D” apex cruck frame to be found in Oxfordshire with another one in
Buckinghamshire (Alcock & Miles, 2013) and so this structure is somewhat of a rarity and as such is a
very welcome addition to the inventory of Oxfordshire’s vernacular buildings that are so loved and
prized by one and all.
The project started over 3 years ago with the first year being spent selecting, felling and extracting
trees, followed by a second year converting the trees by hand hewing to form sills, crucks, beams,
braces & rafters and finally in the third year the cruck frame was laid out, cut and joints fitted
followed by pegging and raising. The barn frame still needs to be closed in using sidewall plank
cladding and roofed with wooden shingles.
To see the cruck barn frame contact the Oxfordshire Woodland Group Executive Trustee ‐ Ken Hume
( trustees@oxfordshirewoodlandgroup.co.uk ).
Refs: ALCOCK, N.W., MILES, D., 2013. The Medieval Peasant House in Midland England. Oxford :
Oxbow Books.

27

© Oxfordshire Buildings Record 2017

