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Simplified geological map
of Oxfordshire

Lias : ironstone
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Leafield church spire, seen from the north above, is a local landmark that is visible from many points in the
immediate area. The village developed from a natural, gravelly, clearing surrounded by the extensive
Wychwood Forest and now follows an extended form along a hilltop with the open Greens, close to an
ancient barrow, dominated by the Victorian church of St Michael by Sir George Gilbert Scott. Leafield was
almost totally isolated within the Wychwood Forest and gained great notoriety for the criminal activities of
the inhabitants of the woodlands until the deforestation of the forest in 1857 and the construction of the
church brought changes in the social and economic conditions and an end to the lawlessness.




The map extract below is from the Ordnance Survey 1st edition series of maps which were surveyed between
1872 and 1881. It shows the settlement at a moment in time prior to the developments of the late 19" and
20" century but with the changes brought about by the Enclosure Acts, the turnpikes, and, in some cases, the
canals and railways: it has been annotated by Oxfordshire County Council after it was formed in 1889 to show
‘main roads’ and Highways Authorities boundaries; the scale is approximately 1:10,560.
The extract is reproduced with the permission of Oxfordshire Studies.
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DEVELOPMENT

There are no completed reports for this location but OBR members are invited to propose suitable subjects
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