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CHARLBURY   SPRINGVIEW survey by Vic Allison June 2010 
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 Simplified geological map 

of Oxfordshire 

 

                                                   Lias : ironstone 

           Inferior Oolite : limestone, sandstone 

 

 

 

 

                                Greater Oolite : limestone 
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Charlbury is a market town perched on the undulating hillside above the River Evenlode and as a 

consequence there are no roads that do not have a slope of some degree. Many of the older buildings are 

built of Chipping Norton Limestone, much of which would have come from small local quarries, but there are 

few examples of dressed stone. The position of the church, close to water, and the encircling street pattern, 

suggest that this might have been a Saxon minster. From the mid 18th century through to the mid 20th 

century the town was heavily involved in the gloving industry and this is still evidenced in some of the 

buildings. The Victorian period saw the construction of the railway from Oxford to Worcester and Charlbury 

has one of the few remaining stations by Brunel. 

o  Banbury 

o  Burford 

o  Oxford 

o  Farringdon 

o  Abingdon 

o  Wallingford 

o  Thame 

Henley  o 

o   Chipping Norton 

o   Woodstock 
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Completed OBR reports for this location are shown above and can be viewed in the Reports section 
of the website 
 

 

 

completed reports  

OBR.46 The Clappers, Church Lane: possible 17th century farmhouse, later schoolhouse(to be published) 

The map extract below is from the Ordnance Survey 1st edition series of maps which were surveyed between 

1872 and 1881. It shows the settlement at a moment in time prior to the developments of the late 19th and 

20th century but with the changes brought about by the Enclosure Acts, the turnpikes, and, in some cases, the 

canals and railways: it has been annotated by Oxfordshire County Council after it was formed in 1889 to show 

‘main roads’ and Highways Authorities boundaries; the scale is approximately 1:10,560.                                                                                                            

The extract is reproduced with the permission of Oxfordshire Studies. 
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CHARLBURY looking up Church Street from The Bell Inn towards The Bull Inn and Brown’s     

Lane showing the former market place, now partly in-filled by the buildings on 
the right 
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upper view from the west showing the town sitting on the west facing slope of the  hillside 

lower cottages and a former toll house where the road to Burford  crosses the Evenlode 
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upper Thames Street looking south-east  with Armada Cottage (1587) and the former Talbot Inn centre 

middle The Bull Inn at the corner of Brown’s Lane and Sheep Street looking south-east 

lower looking north-west towards Pooles Lane, a medieval back lane to Sheep Street 
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upper blocked door and timber window frame  at upper cottages in Market Street with floor level  
The Bull in Sheep Street     below street level 

lower front door to the former Talbot Inn in Thames lower survivors from the age of steam                        
Street 

 

  

  

 




