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Abingdon lies in the broad, flat, Thames valley and claims to be the oldest town in England, dating from the
Iron Age, and was until the mid-16" century distinguished by its great Abbey. The very few remains of this
establishment still exist on the outskirts of the centre but do not feature in the main architecture of the town

—hence they do not appear in this set of characteristic images. Abingdon’s buildings display a wide variety of
styles since it has been built and altered constantly over its long history. At one time it was the County Town
of Berkshire but it is now part of Oxfordshire.




The map extract below is from the Ordnance Survey 1st edition series of maps which were surveyed between
1872 and 1881. It shows the settlement at a moment in time prior to the developments of the late 19" and
20" century but with the changes brought about by the Enclosure Acts, the turnpikes, and, in some cases, the
canals and railways. Any annotation is by Oxfordshire County Council after it was formed in 1889 to show
‘main roads’ and Highways Districts: the scale is approximately 1:10,560.

The extract is reproduced with the permission of Oxfordshire Studies.

completed reports

3 Stert Street: late 15" century timber-framed house
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